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THE OFFICIAL EXCLUSIVE 


The University of Alabama’s 

Paul W. Bryant Museum proudly 

announces the release of its Official ® Limited Edition Fine Art 
Paul W. “Bear” Bryant first day of Prints. These are pro- 
issue Limited Edition Stamp Set duced from the original 
personally signed and numbered paintings by stamp artist 
by Legendary Football Coaches Daniel A. Moore. 
commemorative stamp artist 

Daniel A. Moore. ® Limited Edition first 


ONLY O5 day of issue U.S. Postal 
Plus $9.95 Commemoratives. 
shipping and handling. . 


Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery. Alabama residents add 8% sales tax. : . 
» First day of issue 


TO ORDER CALL TOLL-FREE: Sierras 


; - , 7 x : , 1 = 800 -/35 -2187 
Handsome conservation framing custom » Bear Bryant Limited 


designed to showcase each component. Phone lines are open 24 hours a day. eA Pe mereh 
THESE EXCLUSIVE FEATURES ENHANCE THIS ills STAMP SET’S COLLECTIBILITY: Stamp Set. 


This official Paul W. “Bear” Bryant Stamp FIRST DAY OF ISSUE AT The twenty-stamp pane 
Set features our first day of issue cachet Pau W. BRYANT of “Bear Bryant” 32-cent 


cover with a cancelled “Bear Bryant” MUSEUM commemorative stamps Only these products benefit 
Commemorative Stamp designed by has also been cancelled the museum. Please beware 


highly acclaimed artist Daniel A. Moore. _ with the highly desirable official first day of issue “Paul W. Bryant z a > 
i Museum Postmark” dated August 7, 1997. of unauthorized imitations 


: and counterfeits. Please look 
Each set is completed by this 24-k gold 


MA embossing of the 1982 Paul W. Bryant for the official authorized 
+), commemorative coin design by artist seal to be sure that your 
Daniel A. Moore, further enhancing the 
collectibility of the Official Paul W. “Bear” 
Bryant Stamp Set. Coach Bryant's legacy. 


SUN" 3 

Danwuk ANA gee The special combination of official components 
In an exclusive arrangement with the Paul W. Bryant Museum, Artist and matti ng of the P. aul W. B ryant Stamp Set make 
Daniel A. Moore has personally hand-signed and numbered the an Exclusive Limited Edition Collectible and can- 
envelope of each set, greatly adding to its value. Ina strictly limited 0f be matched by anyone. Framed and ready to 
edition, there will be only 3,230 sets sold nationwide. A Certificate ang, this Stamp Set will make the perfect gift 
of Limited Edition, issued by the Director of the Paul W. Bryant for any Alabama fan, alumni, friend, client or 
Museum and included with each set, documents its authenticity. business associate. Sold framed only. 


|; : A 

Qu Wt. bla 
The official Paul W. Bryant signature is embossed in 24-k gold on 
our unique matting system under authority of the Paul W. Bryant 
Estate — further establishing the exclusivity of this Stamp Set. 


purchase helps to carry on 


Net Proceeds benefit The University of Alabama’s Paul W. Bryant Museum. 
To order using Check or Money Order make payable to: The University of Alabama, Box 870385, Tuscaloosa, AL 35487 OMMUSEUM US. POSTAL. 


TS EE COMMEMORATIVE SEAL 
Be sure to visit the Paul W. Bryant Museum in Tuscaloosa, Alabama where Crimson Tide History comes alive. The ae, 
original oil paintings by Daniel A. Moore, commissioned by the U.S. Postal Service for its Legendary Football Coaches ros 
commemorative stamp series, are on display at the museum through December 31, 1997. Museum hours are 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. A 
seven days a week. = " 
M . 
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©1997 Paul W. Bryant Museum, Stamp Design ©1997 U.S. Postal Service, “Bear Bryant,” signature and marks ©1997 Paul W. Bryant Estate, Daniel A. Moore signature ©1997 Daniel A. Moore 
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~, Order these college sports 
tae 


“~” publications for your 
friends and relatives!!! 


You enjoy following your favorite team no matter where you live so 
why not give your friends and family 
the same great opportunity. Every publication listed provides player 
features, game recaps, opponent previews, recruiting updates and 
much, much more. Order your subscription today! 


02. ARIZONA-Cat Tracks 33 issues, $49 29. MISSISSIPPI - The Ole Miss Spirit 32 issues, $40 
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OCTOBER, 1997 VOLUME 19, NUMBER 8 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE On the cover: Will Friend has played a lot of foot- 


ball for Alabama, but he hasn't yet realized his 
goal, which is the team goal of a championship. 

N i FE N j He hopes that this is the year. See Page 12. 
Barry Fikes Photo 


| 


Football Prospects: 

Linemen Are Always High Priority 6 
Rare is the recruiting year when a major college football team doesn't need a lot of the big men, and 
this is no exception for Alabama. The Crimson Tide will be looking for linemen, linebackers and tight 
ends, and the search will start in the state of Alabama. by Craig Threlkeld 


Meet The Staff: 


New Tennis Coach Has Veteran Team 10 
Alabama waited until after fall classes had begun to name a replacement for Joey Rivé as head men’s 
tennis coach, But fortunately for that new coach, Adam Steinberg, a team of veteran players who have 
had success had returned to The University. by Donna Fromme 


Will Friend: 

Veteran Had To Learn New Scheme 12 
Offensive guard Will Friend is working under new coaches and in a new scheme and he’s also having 
to overcome the effects of knee surgery in his final Crimson Tide football season. by Donald F. Staffo 


Paul Pickett: 
He’s The Man In The Middle 14 


Paul Pickett has been moved around a bit and he’s also missed a full year after back surgery, but he's 
found a place as the leader of Alabama's relatively inexperienced linebacker corps. by Craig Threlkeld 


Men’s Basketball Outlook: 
Newcomers Will Play A Role 16 


Alabama has more baskethall players than has been the case in recent seasons and some of the newcom- 
ers must help Coach David Hobbs’ men’s squad, but veterans will be expected to lead. by Kirk McNair 


Women’s Basketball Outlook: 
Tiders Have High Expectations 20 


Coach Rick Moody's women’s basketball team has been among the nation’s best for a number of years, 
so its no surprise that this year’s squad expects to have great success in 1997-98. by Donna Fromme 


Basketball Prospects: 


Recruiting Appears Close To Home 24 
Alter many years of few men's basketball prospects in the state of Alabama, this looks like the first of 
several banner seasons for cage recruiters in the state. by Kirk McNair 
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More Than Football Going On 26 
Although the fall is associated with football, a handful of other sports, including some traditional 
spring sports, have an active schedule under way, by Kirk McNair 
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Linemen Are Always High Priority 


by Craig Threlkeld 


State of Alabama has top 
high school linebackers, 
tight ends, and linemen 


ne of the major questions among 

those who follow Alabama football 

recruiting is whether it is a good year 
for high school prospects in the state ol 
Alabama, Over the years the Crimson Tide 
has built its program around players from 
the state, which is a tribute to the high 
school coaches of Alabama. 

Last year was a critical one for Bama in re- 
cruiting, and the upcoming recruiting season 
is no less so. Because of NCAA sanctions 
that reduced scholarships for a couple of 
years, Coach Mike DuBose and his staff are 
going to have to string several good recruit- 
ing classes together, Last year’s initial effort 
appears to have been a very good one, and 
this year’s recruiting effort is off to a good 
start with a pair of prep All-America players 
having announced they will sign with Bama 
on signing day, February 4, 1998. 

Although its impossible to know for sure 
what Alabama will be looking for in its next 
recruiting class, it would not be unrealistic 
lo expect the Tide to try to sign as many as 
six offensive linemen, four defensive line- 
men, four linebackers and a couple of tight 
ends in its class of 25. That would mean 16 
of the 25 signees would be big men. 

It remains for others to say whether this is 
a “good year” in Alabama, but there are a 
number of players with excellent football 
reputations. Much of the information on 
these players came from state newspapers, 
particularly the Tuscaloosa News, which se- 
lects a Sweet 16; The Birmingham News, 
which designates 12 Super Seniors; the 
Birmingham Post-Herald, which names a 10 
Most Wanted; and the Mobile Register, which 
has an Elite 18. 

This is not The University of Alabama's re- 
cruiting list. Bama’s coaches do not comment 
on recruiting. There are almost certainly 
some on this list not being recruited by 
Alabama, and there is a likelihood Crimson 
Tide recruiters are looking at players not 
mentioned here. 


ere is our first in-depth look at re- 
cruiting, an analysis of the top line- 
men, linebackers and tight ends in 


Bart Raulston 


the state of Alabama. Upcoming issues will 
look at skill position players in Alabama and 
at stars around the Southeast. 

Kyle Anderson is a 6-6, 289-pound offen- 
sive lineman from Homewood. Anderson 
was rated in the state’s Top 100 players by 
The Birmingham News. He was a second 16 
selection by the Tuscaloosa News, Anderson 
plays defensive tackle as well for Coach Bob 
Newton, but should be an offensive tackle in 
college. A two-year starter, Anderson bench 
presses 310 and squats 520, Kyle also partici- 
pates in indoor and outdoor track and field 
and was nominated as offensive lineman of 
the week in Homewood's first game. In his 
first wo games Anderson graded 75 per cent 
and 73 per cent. His father played football at 
Central Florida and he is looking at most of 
the schools in the SEC, along with Southern 
Miss, Texas, Texas AGM, Nebraska, and sev- 
eral schools in the ACC. 

Tony Baker is a 6-0, 200-pound linebacker 
for Coach Shaun Bonds at Smiths Station. He 
rated in the state’s Top 100 by The 
Birmingham News, 

Leonard Bell is a 6-3, 265-pound lineman 
from Davidson High School in Mobile. An 
offensive guard and defensive lineman, Bell 
is a four-year starter for Coach Roger 
Deamon. Bell also placed third in the county 
in the shot put in 1996. Expected to play de- 
fensive lineman in college, Bell runs a 5,0 in 
the 40 and bench presses 330 pounds. 
Alabama, Florida State, Florida AGM, 
Southern Miss, Southwest Louisiana and 


Georgia Tech have shown interest in Bell. 

Marlon Bush is considered one of the best 
pure athletes in the state of Alabama. A 6-3, 
245-pound linebacker for Coach Phil 
Chavnar at East Limestone, Bush can play ei- 
ther linebacker or tight end. A member of 
the Birmingham Post-Herald Top 50 and The 
Birmingham News Top 100 lists. 

David Daniel is a top performer for Coach 
Bobby Moore at Tuscaloosa County High, A 
6-2, 255-pound defensive lineman that many 
coaches considered to be the best defensive 
tackle in the state last season, Daniel is al- 
most impossible to block one-on-one, Daniel 
is rated one of the top 50 players in the state 
by the Birmingham Post-Herald and is a 
member of the Elite 18 team, He was a sec- 
ond 16 selection by the Tuscaloosa News. 

Trent Garmon is a 6-3, 270-pound lineman 
for Coach Raymond Farmer at Etowah High 
School in Attalla. Rated as one of the top 24 
players in the state by several publications, 
Trent earned all-state honors as a junior. He 
plays offensive tackle and defensive end and 
also made The Birmingham News Super All- 
State team as a junior. He was a second 16 
selection by the Tuscaloosa News. Numbers 
include a bench press of 390 pounds and he 
has been clocked at 4,9 in the 40 yard dash. 
He has been a starter since the ninth grade. 
His 3.2 grade point average is one of the rea- 
sons he’s being watched by Alabama, Georgia 
Tech, Vanderbilt, Georgia and Kentucky, 
among others. 

Darius Gilbert is an all-state linebacker at 
Oxford High School. At 6-2 and 215 pounds, 
Coach Ronald Herring says Gilbert is the 
biggest play-maker he’s ever had. A very 
quick, hard-hitting linebacker, he recorded 
136 tackles and intercepted nine passes and 
blocked two extra points in ‘96. With 4.6 
speed, he can cover backs out of the back- 
field and can play outside linebacker or 
strong salety in college. Gilbert is a member 
of the Sweet 16, the 10 Most Wanted, the 
Elite 18 and the Super Seniors lists. He also 
stars in basketball and baseball, Alabama, 
Arkansas, Florida, Michigan, Ole Miss, 
Oklahoma, Southern Miss and Tennessee are 
recruiting Gilbert, He attended Alabama’s 
summer foothall camp. 

Jake Hogan is a 6-4, 280-pound offensive 
lineman for Coach Tim Sanders at Leeds. 
Many feel Hogan has the ability to become 
one of the best linemen in the state if he can 
improve his speed, Hogan earned all-state 
honors as a junior and was listed as a Top 
100 prospect by The Birmingham News. He is 
considered an aggressive football player and 
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a hard worker. He graded over 80 per cent in 
every game last year. 

Reid Holley is a 6-2, 215-pound defensive 
specialist for Coach Chris Nemith at UMS- 
Wright in Mobile. A versatile athlete who 
plays both defensive end and linebacker, 
Holley entered 1997 with 280 career tackles 
and can also punt well. A good summer in 
the weight room prompted the Mobile 
Register to list him as the state’s second-best 


linebacker behind Roderick Jones and one of 


Southwest Alabama's Top 25 players. 
Josh Jones is a versatile athlete who will 


enter college with experience on both sides of 


the line. Called the “best lineman he's ever 
had” by Tuscaloosa Central High Coach Buzz 
Busby, Jones made the move from offense to 
defense this season. Thats big praise coming 
from a coach who has sent more than 30 play- 
ers to Division I football teams over the past 
seven years. At 6-1 and 270 pounds, Jones is 
playing noseguard for the Falcons in 97. He 
was listed as the best offensive lineman in the 
state by the Mobile Register. He was a second 
16 selection by the Tuscaloosa News. 

Kevin “Buck” Jones is a 6-5, 245-pound 
tight end from Luverne, where he plays for 
former Tider Butch Norman on a team with 
a large number of top prospects. Jones is 
considered a great blocker who has emerged 


as a top lineman this year. He was a second 
16 selection by the Tuscaloosa News. 

Roderick Jones is a leader on one of the top 
defensive squads in the state, Vigor High 
School in Prichard. At 6-2 and 210 pounds, 
the linebacker recorded 150 tackles in 1996, 
Clocked at 4.6 in the 40, Jones has good 
speed and quickness and covers the field 
from sideline to sideline for Coach James 
Perine. He gained about 10 pounds in the 
off-season and bench presses 325 and squats 
450 pounds. Jones is a member of the 
Birmingham Post-Herald list of top 20 play- 
ers and among the top 18 players by the 
Mobile Register. He was a second 16 selection 
by the Tuscaloosa News. 

Terry Jones, Jr. is a 6-5, 260-pound defen- 
sive end who will not be playing for 
Tuscaloosa Central this season. The question 
is out on Jones in regards to football, but he 
still made the Birmingham Post-Heralds Top 
50 and the Mobile Register’s Elite 18 lists. He 
was a second 16 selection by the Tuscaloosa 
News. An excellent athlete, this son of Bama’s 
strength coach and former Tide and profes- 
sional football star Terry Jones, is also a top 
prospect in basketball. Jones had three inter- 
ceptions and nine pass breakups last season. 
He is also considered linebacker or tight end 
material if he plays football in college. Many 
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believe he will select a school that will allow 
him to play both football and basketball. 

Leron Litle is a 6-6, 218-pound tight end 
and linebacker from Aliceville. Known as a 
super leaper, Little's athletic ability enables 
him to play either tight end or split end on 
offense, but most consider him to be a top 
prospect as an outside linebacker. A member 
of Tuscaloosa News’ Sweet 16 and The 
Birmingham News Super Seniors lists, Little 
is also a Division | basketball prospect and 
wants to consider both options, He is 
coached by Bob Johnson. Alabama and 
Michigan are listed as his favorite football 
teams, even though he attended summer 
football camps at Auburn and Alabama- 
Birmingham, 

Robert Malone is a big-time play-maker at 
Blount High in Prichard. A SuperPrep pre- 

sason All-America and a member olf the 
Sweet 16, the 10 Most Wanted, the Elite 18 
and Super Seniors lists, Malone is a tremen- 
dous all-around athlete at 6-4 and 235 
pounds. Clocked at 4.6 in the 40, he special- 
izes in the big play and could be a first-year 
contributor in college. A great pass rusher 
who can take over a game, Malone had 18 
sacks and 110 tackles as a junior. Coach Ben 
Harris thinks he has the potential to be the 
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best player at 1996 5A state champ Prichard, 
the same school that has produced Auburn 
quarterback Dameyune Craig and current 
Dallas Cowboy and former Tide running 
back Sherman Williams. Alabama, Auburn, 
Florida State and Tennessee lead the way on 
Malone. 

Drew Miller is a 6-3. 245-pound tight end 
prospect from G.W, Long High in 
Skipperville. Miller rated in the preseason as 
one of the states Top 100 prospect by The 
Birmingham News. He was a second 16 selec- 
tion by the Tuscaloosa News. A versatile ath- 
lete, Miller could also play middle lineback- 
er. He can play college baseball and could be 
drafted in the sunmmer draft. 

Glenn “Rashad” Moore is a defensive line 
prospect at 6-4 and 270 pounds for Johnson 
High in Huntsville. Rashad was a member ol 
the Sweet 16 and rated as one of the Top 100 
prospects in the state by The Birmingham 
News. There are reports that college scouts 
consider him the number two defensive line- 
man in the state. Last year he turned in 54 
solo tackles, including eight sacks, and 28 
assists for Coach Harold Wells’ team. He 
runs a 4.9 40-yard dash and bench presses 
360 and is considering Alabama, Auburn and 
Tennessee. 


Ken Stabler...$25 
Jay Barker...$20 
John Causey...$10 
Pete DiMario...$10 
Kareem McNeal...$10 
David Palmer...$10 


Bob Baumhower...$10 
BASKETBALL 


James Robinson...$10 


BASEBALL 


Joe Vitiello...$10 


Gene Stallings #92...$100 
John Hannah #73...$100 


Roger Shultz #66...$50 
John Causey #71...$50 


SIGNED 8X10 PHOTOS 
FOOTBALL 


AUTHENTIC BAMA 3" HELMET NUMBERS $3; 2 FOR $5 
SIGNED RIDDELL MINI HELMETS 


Jay Barker (Bama #7 or New England)...$75 


Antonio Langham #43...$70 
Jay Barker Signed Plaque...$75 
1997 Outback Bowl Media Guide signed by J. Causey & F. Davis...$20 
1997 UA Baseball Team signed SEC Baseball...$50 
Want Lists filled for old Bama programs and media guides. 


1(888)3UP3DWN 


1(888) 387-3396 / 1(205) 756-6468 
E-Mail: namr67a2prodigy.com 
$3 shipping per order mailed second day U.S. Priority 
1306 University Blvd..C Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 
VISA/DIS/MC 


Danny Morris's grading of better than 90 
percent as a junior has Sylacauga Coach John 
Blackmon saying he is the best player from 
Sylacauga since former Bama defensive 
lineman Jon Hand. Al 6-3 and 285, Morris 
plays both ways but is expected to play of- 
fensive tackle in college. Projected to be one 
of the state's sleepers in the '97 class, he rated 
as one of the state's Top 100 pre-season 
prospects by The Birmingham News, Many 
feel Morris will have a chance to play in the 
SEC. 

Don Page is a 6-4, 245-pound lineman for 
Coach Jimmy Nazary at Foley High, Page 
stands out on both sides of the ball, playing 
fullback and defensive end. Clocked at 4.6 in 
the 40, Page has good quickness and solid 
closing speed on defense. He recorded 60 
tackles in eight games before an injury cut 
his 96 season short. On offense he rushed 
for more than 300 yards as a fullback, Most 
expect Page to play outside linebacker in col- 
lege, and to play early, He is a member of 
Sweet 16 and Super Seniors and many con- 
sider him to be the best ever at Foley. 
Alabama, Auburn, Florida, Florida State, 
Mississippi State, and Tennessee are recruit- 
ing Page. 

Marico Portis is the latest in a strong group 
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of linemen from Vigor High School in 
Prichard, where he plays for Coach James 
Perine, At 6-4 and 300 pounds, Portis graded 
out at better than 85 percent as a junior, A 
leader on one of the biggest and most physi- 
cal offensive lines in the state, Portis runs a 
5.1 in the 40 and benches 350. He has 
played both offense and defensive line spots. 
Marico has a solid 3.1 grade point average 
He was a second 16 selection by the 
Tuscaloosa News. Among the schools watch- 
ing Portis are Alabama, Auburn, Georgia 
Tech, FSU, Mississippi State, Tennessee, 
Penn State and Ohio State 

Bart Raulston, who plays for Coach Paul 
Benefield at Sylvania High School, is consid- 
ered one of the best in this year's crop of of- 
fensive linemen, almost unanimously select- 
ed the state's top line prospect. At 6-8 and 
295 pounds, his work ethic allowed him to 
cut his +0 time from 6,7 as a sophomore to 
3.4 as a junior while he was adding 45 
pounds to his frame, A member of the Sweet 
16, the 10 Most Wanted, Super Seniors, and 
Elite 18, Raulston is big, agile and strong. 
Raulston is a good run blocker with long 
arms and upper body strength who needs to 
improve on his pass blocking. He is a 
SuperPrep pre-season All-America selection. 
He attended Alabama's summer football 
camp, He also plays basketball and has a rep- 
utation for having “good eet.” Schools lead- 
ing the way for Raulston are Alabama, Duke, 
Notre Dame, Georgia Tech and Vanderbilt, 
which says much about his academic situa- 
uon, 

Brent Robinson is a 6-2, 286-pound line- 
man for Coach John Mothershed at Deshler 
High in Tuscumbia. Robinson rated as one of 
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the state's Top 100 pre-season prospects by 
The Birmingham News and is considered one 
of the top defensive linemen in Northwest 
Alabama. 

Kenny Sears comes [rom good football 
stock, as his brother Corey Sears owns the 
class 6A tackle record and is a current 
linebacker for Southern Miss. At 6-4 and 250 
pounds, Sears was all-metro as a junior at 
Robert E. Lee High in Montgomery, where he 
plays for Coach Jimmy Perry. Regarded as 
one of the best down defensive linemen in 
the state, Kenny recorded 81 tackles, four 
sacks, Ll tackles for losses and seven quar- 
terback hurries in 1996. Kenny bench press- 
es 290 and squats 400 and also has great 
quickness and lateral speed with a 4.9 in the 
40-yard dash. As a member of Sweet 16, the 
10 Most Wanted, the Mobile Elite 18 and 
Super Seniors, Alabama, Auburn, Georgia, 
Georgia Tech, Kentucky and Southern Miss 
are among many recruiting Sears. 

Edrick Smith is a star for Coach Bobby 
Moore at Tuscaloosa County High in 
Northport. At 6-2, 228 pounds, Smith plays 
linebacker for one of the top defenses in the 
state, He has the ability to play in the middle 
or on the outside. He was rated in the state's 
top 100 preseason prospects by The 
Birmingham News and is considered one of 
Alabama's 20 best by the Post-Herald. 

Treymayne Smith is a 6-4, 215-pound tight 
end from W.S. Neal High School in East 
Brewton where he plays for Coach Jim 
Fountain. A very talented athlete, Smith has 
great hands and likes to get the ball. With his 
size and quickness, Smith can also play at 
the defensive end spot. 

Rex Story is a 6-3, 255-pound center for 
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Coach Spence McCracken at Opelika High 
School. Clocked at 5.0 in the 40, Story is 
considered a true center and graded out al 87 
per cent last season. Story bench presses 345 
pounds and boasts a 28-inch vertical leap. 
He is also an outstanding student. 

Jeremy Sullivan is a 6-4, 295-pound offen- 
sive lineman for Coach Scott Phelps at Leroy. 
Although not widely known because of play- 
ing for a small school. Sullivan was a second 
16 selection by the Tuscaloosa News, He at- 
tended Alabama's football camp. He runs a 
5,2 40-yard dash. 

Jamar Tate had a good junior season [or 
Murphy High School in Mobile, recording +8 
solo tackles and 37 assists, along with 13 
sacks. Relentless in his pursuit to the ball, 
Tate was also credited with 28 quarterback 
hurries and recovered six fumbles, one re- 
turned for a touchdown. At 6-3 and 260 
pounds, Tate has good quickness and runs a 
4.8 40-yard dash, along with bench pressing 
285 pounds and squatting 420. He is also a 
member of the Elite 18. He was a second 16 
selection by the Tuscaloosa News. His coach, 
Terry Curtis, calls Tate “unblockable,” and 
that he will be as good as his work ethic. 

Deon White is a 6-3, 310-pound offensive 
lineman who blocked for two 1,000-yard 
rushers at Minor High in Birmingham last 
season. Keon has good speed for a big man 
(5.2 in the 40), and bench presses 320. He 
earned all-metro as a junior and is starting 
for the third consecutive year for Coach Alan 
Pridmore. White also made the state's Top 
100 prospect list as rated by The 
Birmingham News. He has had contact from 
Alabama, Auburn, Georgia Tech, Mississippi 
State and Vanderbilt. 


1-900-773-7463 
Charge is $1.69 per minute 


* Callers 18 & under must have 


permission to call 


* TouchTone or Rotary Dial Phones 
¢ Individual Menu for Each School 


ACCURATE "PREP INFO" 
YOU NEED TO KNOW 


9 


Meet The Staff: 


New Tennis Coach Has Veteran Team 


by Donna Fromme 


Adam Steinberg wanted 
to coach in SEC because 
it's best for competition 


he last few weeks have likely been a 

| blur for the University of Alabama's 

newest coaching staff member. After 

all, classes had already started in late August 

when Adam Steinberg was hired as the 14th 

head men's tennis coach at the University of 
Alabama. 

But lucky for the Long Island, New York, 
native, he rolled in town to coach a team 
that’s on a roll. The Crimson Tide, ranked 
number 21 in the nation in the final 1997 
Rolex Collegiate Rankings, returns all but 
one player to a team that ended the year 
with three out of its top six singles players 
nationally ranked. 

“Without a doubt, I'm the luckiest coach 
ever,” said Steinberg, laughing. “We have a 
very deep team, Its a credit to Joey (Rivé) 
and a tribute to the guys that they came 
back because a lot of times when a coach 
leaves it doesn’t happen this way. If we have 
a great year, it’s a credit to them for sticking 
together. They are very talented, very deep, 
and I think we are going to be very good.” 

Steinberg has replaced Joey Rive who re- 
signed on July 26 to become a full-time 
United States Tennis Association coach and 
was already heavily into coaching junior 
players at the U.S. Open in New York when 
Steinberg was announced as his replacement 
in late August. 

“Irs been terrific,” Steinberg said. “It 
couldn't have been better. Geoff Young, the 
assistant coach, really helped a lot. I think 
Geoll’s staying here after Joey left made the 
transition a lot easier in a lot of ways. For 
the players, it meant not having a whole 
new coaching regime. It lent some continu- 
ity. I've learned a lot about the guys through 
Geoff. | think the attitude has been great 
and | think I've hit it off really well with ev- 
erybody, We've been working hard. It really 
couldn't be any better, to tell you the truth.” 


ell need that continuity as the for- 
mer St. John’s head coach and 
Northwestern assistant moves into 
the dual season this winter. The 
Southeastern Conference is a dynasty in 
men’s tennis. Six out of the top ten teams in 
the final collegiate rankings were from the 
SEC, The league has long bragged about its 
power and apparently there is little argu- 
ment outside the SEC. 
“lus the biggest,” said Steinberg, an avid 
collegiate fan who has travelled to the 
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Adam Steinberg 


NCAA Championships every year since he 
was a freshman at Penn State in 1984. “SEC 
tennis is looked upon by the majority of 
coaches nationally, as the most competitive 
conference in the country. It also has the 
most depth of any conference in the coun- 
tury. The PAC 10 is very top-heavy with 
Stanford and UCLA, but overall, the SEC 
has the strength.” 

It's that reputation that helped lure 
Steinberg from North to South. 

“I think most coaches want to coach the 
best, so the SEC is definitely a draw for a 
coach,” he said. “The schedule helps in re- 
cruiting wemendously when you show a kid 
that they are going to play seven or eight 
out of the top ten teams in the country 
every year, Personally, its been a dream of 
mine to coach in this conference against 
schools like Georgia and Florida and Ole 
Miss. This is the best of college tennis, so 
this has been terrific for me” 

As a player at Penn State, Steinberg got a 
first-hand view of perennial national con- 
tender Georgia, a regular on Penn State's 
schedule. He also played dual matches 
against South Caroiina. 


teinberg said he wants his Alabama 
teams to run with the success Rive's 
1997 squad had. Last year Alabama ad- 
vanced to NCAA postseason play and was 


just a step away from a trip to the NCAA 


team finals when it lost to Florida in 
Gainesville in the Region III final. 

Steinherg said, “Il keep telling them, we're 
going to work as hard as we can because 
their goal is to go to Athens where the 
NCAA team championships are. They don’t 


want to train hard to finish fifth in the 
SEC.” 

Steinberg said, “It's been non-stop since | 
got here. The program is very big. There's so 
much to do to get ready for the year, but 
Geoff has been tremendous in helping out 
with all that and with taking care of things 
to keep from falling behind during that 
month where the program was without a 
head coach. 

“TL think it helps that the fall tennis season 
is individual play. | can be a little bit more 
patient in terms of practice and in terms of 
what | want to do.” 

Bama’s new coach said, “Our goals are ex- 
tremely high. They had a taste of success 
last year, finishing 21st in the country. Our 
goals this year are to finish in the top eight 
and go straight into Athens. We talk about it 
every day. We have the talent. | just think 
they need to work harder to expand that tal- 
ent where they go into a match at Georgia 
and believe they can come out of Athens 
with a win against the number two team in 
the country. | don't think they really believe 
that yet, but | think with hard work that 
success will come and they will believe that. 
They've set their own goals high, What hap- 
pened to them last year, making it to the re- 
gional final but not advancing, has been 
great motivation. | tall: a lot about the 
Florida loss in that final. It doesn’t haunt 
them; it motivates them, They bring it up to 
me and we talk about the reasons why they 
think they lost. | think its good. It shows 
they learned something.” 


he former Penn State tennis team cap- 

tain helped coach Northwestern 

University to the 1997 NCAA Region 
IV Championship and an automatic berth 
into the NCAA Championships elite final 
team field of 16. 

The Alabama job marks his second colle- 
giate head coaching position. Steinberg 
coached St. John’s men’s tennis team from 
1991-95, leading his team to a Big East 
Championship his first year and second 
place finishes his last two seasons. He left 
St. John’s for Northwestern to expand his 
coaching background against another level 
of competition. 

Steinberg’s coaching credentials include a 
year as an assistant coach at Penn State from 
1989-90 and work as the director of tennis 
at New York's Setauket Health & Racquet 
Club where he directed the junior develop- 
ment and camp programs. He also has a 
couple of years experience in coaching 
United States Tennis Association junior 
players. 

Steinberg, 31, played at Penn State and re- 
ceived his team’s Senior Academic Athletic 
Achievement Award in 1989. He graduated 
in 1990 with a degree in marketing, 
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Will Friend: 


‘ 


Veteran Had To Learn New Scheme 


by Donald F. Staffo 


Offensive guard also had to overcome the effects of surgery following 1996 knee injury 


t was nothing like Cal Ripken’s Major 

League consecutive games record, but 

prior to injuring his knee last year before 
the Florida game, Will Friend had played 
1,673 snaps in 25 consecutive Southeastern 
Conference games for Alabama. A 6-2, 271- 
pound senior guard from Philadelphia, 
Mississippi, Friend played in every game as 
a redshirt freshman in 1994, including start- 
ing in four contests. In 1995 he played in 
every game and started the last three, against 
LSU, Mississippi State and Auburn. 

With the knee back to about 95 per cent, 
Friend opened at left guard and was in for 
56 plays in the Tide’s 42-17 win over 
Houston. “It’s not back to 100 per cent be- 
cause of the wear and tear, but it’s probably 
as good as it’s going to get,” Friend said. 
“They say you can play if its 80 per cent, 
and it’s way over that.” 

Even though he’s a veteran, because of 
the coaching changes at Alabama, Friend, 
like the rest of his teammates, had to do 
some re-learning to get ready for this year. 
In addition to Mike DuBose taking over as 
head coach of the Tide, DuBose’s former 
Alabama teammate and roommate Neil 
Callaway was brought aboard to coach the 
offensive line. When Callaway came back to 
The Capstone from Houston, he brought a 
different system for coaching the offensive 
line with him. Whereas under Gene 
Stallings the Tide had position coaches for 
the centers and guards, now the offensive 
line has tackle-to-tackle coaching by 
Callaway. Instead of splitting up for meet- 
ings, the offensive line meets together. 

“It was my idea, but Coach DuBose's deci- 
sion,” said Callaway. “You can do it other 
ways, but it’s what I’ve been used to and 
what | prefer. | think it’s important for ev- 
eryone (one the line) to know what every- 
one else is doing. Then everyone hears the 
same thing every day.” 

Friend agrees. “It helps to see how every- 


Will Friend earned a few starts as a sophomore 
and was the starter in every regular season 
game last year before injuring his knee. In his 
final season he has high goals for the Crimson 
Tide. He wants an undefeated season. 

Barry Fikes Photo 
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one else is coached,” he said. “It helps us to 
work more as a unit. The offensive line is 
sort of like a team within a team with our 
own little game, front seven vs. front seven. 

“The biggest adjustment was that we had 
to learn all new terminology,” said Friend. 
“It was difficult learning the assignments at 
first because the whole (new) offense was 
thrown at us in the spring. They threw it at 
us pretty quick, but it got easier after we be- 
came comfortable with it. It was like learn- 
ing a new language. We understand it better 
than we did a few months ago. Now that 
we're used to it, its like we've been doing it 
forever. Now that the offensive line knows 
what we're doing, most of the time we're 
successful.” 


F riend said that this year the guards are 


pulling more than last year, almost on 
every running play. “We're running a 
lot of power plays with the backside guard 
pulling in order to give us an extra blocker 
on that side,” he explained. “We did that 
pretty well toward the end of last year, so 
we're continuing to do it this year. 
“There have been times that Coach 
DuBose hasn't been satisfied with the way 
we're pulling. He wants us to pull a little 
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faster, and I think that in the last couple of 
weeks that we are doing that.” 

Callaway said he didn’t know if the guards 
were pulling more this year than last be- 
cause “I haven't studied last year so I don't 
know exactly what they did. We are pulling, 
but it’s not the only thing we do,” he said. 

Callaway said that despite the difference in 
terminology and a little difference in the 
teaching of technique, the offensive line has 
made progress, “but we still have a lot to 
learn.” 

Callaway said that he has been pretty 
pleased with Friend's grasp of fundamentals. 
“He's a coach’s son so he’s grown up with 
football,” said Callaway. “He's got good tech- 
nique. He's also a very smart, heady player 
who runs pretty good. He seems to really 
like to play the game. I think football is im- 
portant to him.” 

Callaway said that he expects Friend, like 
all the other members of the Crimson Tide, 
to play hard, to play well, and to not make 
mistakes. “Our objective is to win all our 
ball games,” he summarized. 

Friend is in syne with his coach on that 
account. “My goal is to do my best and get 
better every week,” he said. “I want to win 
every game and win the national champi- 
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onship. I've enjoyed playing for Alabama, 
but I'm not satisfied because we haven't won 
every game yet. Thats kind of the goal here. 
We have come close, but we haven't done it 
yet. That's something the seniors as a group 
want to do before we leave.” 

Callaway said that he'd like Friend to 
spend a little more time in the weight room, 
“but you can say that about almost every- 
one,” he said, Friend, who bench presses 
400 pounds and last year squatted 600 
pounds while running a 5.1 40-yard dash, 
also wants to get stronger. “I need to im- 
prove my upper body strength,” he said. “I 
haven't tried to squat since last year because 
of my knee.” 

A SuperPrep All-America and Parade and 
USA Today honorable mention All-America 
who was rated the top player in Mississippi, 
sixth best lineman in the nation and 13th 
best player in the South after playing for his 
father, Chuck, at Neshoba High School, 
Friend aspires to follow his father into 
coaching after finishing up his Crimson Tide 
playing career. A health and human perfor- 
mance major, Will's hobbies are weightlift- 
ing and basketball. His father is currently 
the head coach at Starkville (Mississippi) 
High School. 
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Paul Pickett: 


He’s The Man In The Middle 


by Craig Threlkeld 


Senior called on to play well and provide leadership for inexperienced linebacker corps 


Crimson Tide has dealt with a weakness 

on its defensive side of the ball. It may 
not be accurate to call Bama’s linebacking a 
weakness this year, but the position is some- 
thing of a question mark. In the middle of 
this unit is one of the few experienced 
linebackers, Paul Pickett. 

Pickett, 6-2, 221, started the last few games 
of last season, moving past 1996 senior 
Tyrell Buckner. Buckner had taken over the 
position when another senior, Fernando 
Davis, was injured. That put Pickett between 
senior Ralph Staten and Dwayne Rudd, who 
gave up his final year of eligibility this sea- 
son to go into the National Football League. 
And that explains why the Bama linebacking 
corps is a question mark and why Pickett is 
being counted on for both play and leader- 
ship. 

One thing working is Pickett’s favor is the 
fact that he is solidly entrenched in the mid- 
dle, Throughout his career he has been 
moved around by necessity from the outside 
to the inside, but now Linebacker Coach Jeff 
Rouzie says Pickett has found a home. “Paul 
had to play some outside last season because 
we were unsure about Ralph's status for a 
while,” Rouzie said. “Paul has some speed 
limitations when it comes to playing the out- 
side position, plus we feel like he is just bet- 
ter suited to play in the middle.” 

In the middle of Alabama's 4-3 defense, the 
veteran Pickett'’s responsibilities are numer- 
ous. He fills the role of the “defensive quar- 
terback,” making the defensive calls to put 
everyone in the right formation and aware of 
certain assignments. Pickett says the duty is 
not new this season, and it is something he 
enjoys. “Ever since I've been here Coach 
Rouzie has asked me to help out with that 
part of the game,” Pickett said. “So when 
they moved me to the middle it wasn't a big 
change because I'd always done it. Since I've 
been here five years, I've heard the other 
guys in front of me make the calls and | 
knew what to do.” 


|: has been a number ol years since the 
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“Paul's intelligence is one of his strongest 
assets,” Rouzie added. “Because of his speed 
limitations he has to be smart, and he does a 
nice job in making the calls. He gets us lined 
up right and I see that the other kids have a 
lot of confidence in him.” 


espite being over-shadowed by stars 
Di Rudd, Staten and John Walters in 

his Bama playing career, Pickett was 
not a stranger to publicity when he came to 
Alabama in 1993. Playing with current Tide 
teammate Andre Short at LaGrange (Georgia) 
High School, Pickett helped lead the Grangers 
to the state championship in 1991. He started 
four years at LaGrange and also earned 
Georgia High Schoo] Lineman of the Year 
honors in 1992. He was a USA Today honor- 
able mention All-America. Paul's versatility 
enabled him to play several positions in high 
school including offensive line and defensive 
tackle and was his team’s deep snapper. 

As a senior, Pickett recorded 77 tackles, 11 
sacks, 14 quarterback hurries and 15 tackles 
behind the line and in 1991 as a junior he 
had 110 tackles, 18 sacks and one intercep- 
tion. 

After redshirting his first year at Bama, he 
started the first two games of the 1994 sea- 
son against Tennessee-Chattanooga and 
Vanderbilt and played in 12 games at inside 
linebacker. Paul played a total of 287 snaps 
in 94 and recorded 14 tackles. As expected, 
the transition from high school to the 
Southeastern Conference was a difficult one. 

“Anytime you move up to another level in 
anything there will be an adjustment, and 1 
expected that,” Picket said. “The thing that 
shocked me the most was how quick the big 
men, the linemen, were. Seeing those 280 
and 300-pound linemen moving around like 
linebackers was something I had to adjust 
to.” 

The 1994 season was encouraging not only 
to Pickett but to many who expected good 
things from him. But something would hap- 
pen at the end of the school year in 1995 to 
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dramatically change Paul's fortunes. 

“At the end of May in 1995, I was working 
out with my dad, doing squats,” Paul re- 
membered. “I went down and | couldn't 
come back up. | had a pain in my back and I 
knew that something wasn’t right” 

Pickett saw his local doctor and received a 
temporary diagnosis, but it wasn’t until he 
returned to Tuscaloosa in July that he re- 
ceived the bad news. After team doctors ran 
a series of tests, including an MRI, the con- 
clusion was definite: Paul had a ruptured 
disk. Surgery was an option, but he says that 
decision was not made immediately. 

“My doctor explained that if T wasn’t a 
football player they probably wouldn't have 
done the surgery and I could have lived with 
it.” Pickett said. “But because I was an 
athlete and 1 had to be able to move in cer- 
tain ways the damage would require the 
surgery. 

“| tried to play through it, but it was only 
two or three days of practice before I realized 
I couldn't and | had the surgery the week 
alter the Vanderbilt game.” 

Rehabilitation from the surgery was a long 
and arduous task for Pickett. He remembers 
the loneliness of being the only one in the 
weight room while his teammates were in 
practice. He remembers the physical limita- 
tions of not being able to do little things that 
before he had taken for granted such as run- 
ning. He remembers the frustration, and he 
will always feel a few limitations. 

“Its frustrating at the time because you 
want to be out there and you want to help,” 
Pickett said, “It was probably December be- 
fore | was thought I could go again. They 
wouldn't let me run for about a month and a 
half. | couldn't squat or power clean or do 
any leg work for some time, but I could do 
anything else and it was good to get back 
with my teammates. 

“There are still a few things I can't do in 
the weight room like squats and power 
cleaning, but now | can do most everything 
else, including leg work.” 


A subscription to "BAMA, INSIDE THE 
CRIMSON TIDE, is the best way for Alabama 
fans to keep up with their favorite team. 

‘BAMA includes 10 magazines and 14 
newsletters. 

And no one covers recruiting, before 
and after the signing dates, like ‘BAMA. 

Use our convenient toll free telephone 
number to subscribe, re-new your sub- 
scription, or to give a gift to a Crimson 
Tide fan. (VISA and MasterCard only.) 
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linebacker. He is counted on for leadership, too. 


Despite the limitations and the frustration 
Paul felt and still deals with today, he says he 
did get a chance to experience things that 
otherwise an athlete might not during an en- 
tire career. 

“I did get to enjoy a part of college life that 
I didn’t before,” he said. “I go to go out and 
fun, concentrate on my studies more and as 
a result my grades went up. I had a good 
time.” Pickett remained a good student in 
1996, earning Academic All-SEC honors ma- 
joring in History and Biology. 

At the beginning of the fall, Pickett’s injury 
helped him serve as a source of encourage- 
ment and advice for teammate wide receiver 
Michael Vaughn, who also underwent 
surgery for a ruptured disk following an in- 
jury in practice. 

“Michael came to me and asked me how 
long it takes to come back from it, what all 
you have to do and what the rehab is like,” 
Pickett said. “ 1 was honest with him and 
told him it is pretty boring. You're alone in 
the weight room while your teammates are 
having fun at practice, at least it’s fun when 
you're not around it. 

“He asked me for advice about coming 
back and I encouraged him to do so because 
unlike me, he hasn't redshirted yet and he 
can save the year. He can work hard to come 
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back but at the same time enjoy the year and 
get better.” 


ickett bounced back from the back in- 

jury to play well last season. He saw ac- 

tion in 456 plays, recording 22 tackles 
and a stop behind the line while adjusting 
from outside to inside. Against Auburn, Paul 
played his career-high 59 snaps and tallied 
his best games of the regular season against 
LSU and Mississippi State with three tackles. 
He went on to better those efforts and record 
his career high in tackles against Florida in 
the 1996 SEC Championship game with 
four, which he tied against Houston in the 
1997 season opener. Then he turned in four 
tackles, including two for lost yardage, in the 
Tide's win at Vanderbilt. 

Almost every play last year was at middle 
linebacker. “They're two totally different po- 
sitions,” Pickett said. “When you play the 
strongside or outside linebacker you have to 
line up on the tight end occasionally and 
you're always on the outside of things. 

“On the inside you have to be there when 
the strongside backer turns the play back to 
the middle and make the tackle. You are lit- 
erally in the middle of things and it’s coming 
at you from both directions. I prefer the mid- 
dle because you don’t have to fiddle with the 


Paul Pickett is the veteran of the Alabama linebacking corps. After missing one year with a back injury,. he has fought back to earn the starting job at middle 
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tight end or walk out a wide receiver, things 
like that.” 

As the veteran, Pickett was keenly aware of 
the performance of the linebacking corps in 
its first real test, the season-opener. “I think 
we tried to start the game with a lot of inten- 
sity,” Pickett said. “I know I was pretty in- 
tense. As the game went on we picked it up 
even more. 

“I know some of the younger guys felt a lit- 
tle uncomfortable when they were asked to 
do certain things, but once they figured out 
where they were supposed to be and what 
they were supposed to do, they made things 
happen. | think it will take time for some of 
those guys to get used to what they’re doing, 
but they're good football players and it will 
come. 

“For me, I guess being a senior means that 
people are going to look to you for leader- 
ship. I just try to set a good example and 
work hard. | know I need to improve on my 
reading and tackling. 

“Since I’ve been here the main thing I've 
learned is how to have a good work ethic. A 
lot of times not everything will keep going as 
good as it seems. | learned that with the in- 
jury. You'll get knocked down and you just 
have to get back up and keep going, but 
that’ life.” 
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Men’s Basketball Outlook: 


Newcomers Will 


by Kirk McNair 


Williams, Alexander must lead Crimson Tide 


here is no truth to the rumor that this years Alabama men’s 
basketball team is going to wear those little stick-on labels that 
read: 


HELLO 
My NAME Is 


The coaches and players know each other well. However, it is likely 
that program sales will be brisk at early Crimson Tide games. That's 
because Coach David Hobbs’ 1997-98 Bama edition includes seven 
brand new players and an eighth who has practiced for a year but not 
dressed for a game yet. 

Basketball practice begins October 18. “For a while,” Hobbs will 
put his team through two workouts a day, a learning session early in 
the morning, then a physical practice in the afternoon. With so many 
new players, the learning period is helpful. 

Many consider this to be a critical year for the Crimson Tide head 
coach. Bama’s 1996 squad made it only to the NIT. And while that 96 
team performed well, turning in a couple of upsets to make it to the 
NIT Final Four in New York’s Madison Square Garden, that tourna- 
ment doesn’t have its former glamour. And last year Hobbs elected to 
pass on that consolation tournament in order to concentrate on re- 
cruiting. Although street talk has it that Hobbs must get the Tide 
back to the NCAA Tournament this year in order to keep his job, he 
doesn’t indicate he has heard that talk. Or, if he has, he doesn’t seem 
concerned about it. 

Last year Alabama finished with a 17-14 record, not bad except that 
Bama won its first 10 games, including an upset of Final Four 
Minnesota. The Tide was only 6-10 in Southeastern Conference play. 

Additionally, Hobb was faced with unprecedented discipline prob- 
lems that resulted in the mid-season permanent suspension of three 
important players, starting wing guard Anton Reese, who would have 
been returning for his junior season and who averaged 10.1 points 
per game last year; back-up point guard George Brown, who would 
have been back for his senior year; and wing player Ricky Poole, who 
would also have been back for his final season this year. 

Last year Alabama finished sixth in the SEC in scoring, fourth in 
scoring defrense, first in rebounding, fourth in opponents’ field goal 
percentage, fifth in three-point shooting percentage, first in free 
throw percentage, and sixth in both scoring margin and rebound 
margin. 

The decision to pass on the NIT and go after additional basketball 
players looks like a good one. Bama improved its team greatly in the 
spring recruiting period. And that’s after Alabama had already had a 
solid early signing period. The result is that for the first time in sever- 
al years Alabama will have a full complement of scholarshipped play- 
ers, plus a couple of competent walk-ons. 

Hobbs has a revamped staff for this year. Only Bob Marlin, an assis- 
tant for the past two years, returns with Hobbs. Former Tennessee 
guard Tyrone Beamon, who had been an assistant to Sonny Smith at 
Virginia Commonwealth, has replaced Thad Fitzpatrick, while 


Demetrius Alexander didn’t have an exceptional first season at Alabama, 
but the junior college transfer showed flashes of excellence. He will be an 
inside player, but he has the ability to step out and take a shot (he hit 21 
three-point shots last year). Alabama Head Coach David Hobbs hopes that 
Alexander, as many junior college transfers, steps it up in his senior year. 
Kent Gidley Photo 
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Play A Role 


in quest to return to NCAA 


Kermit Koenig, a former assistant at both 
Mississippi State and Mississippi College, 
took over for Mike Davis. 


ne difficulty Alabama had last year 

with its problems off the court is that 

it eft the Tide with only one point 
guard, Brian Williams. This year Williams, a 
6-1 junior who was Mr. Basketball as a prep 
senior at Montgomery Jeff Davis, has 
enough help at point guard that he may be 
able to spend some time at the wing guard 
spot, a place where he can be more of a 
scorer than he can be running the show 
from his point guard spot. Williams is the 
Tide’s leading returning scorer, having aver- 
aged 14.1 points per game last year. He also 
averaged 3.8 assists, despite having to shoul- 
der much of the scoring load. 

The reason Williams may be able to play 
at least part-time as the shooting guard is a 
couple of signees, one from junior college, 
one from high school. Most expect 
Chauncey Jones to join Williams in the 
backcourt. Jones, 6-1, was a prep star in 
Chicago. He was the most valuable player in 
his conference at Wabash Valley Junior 
College and Bama won a spirited recruiting 
battle with Kansas, Virginia and lowa State 
for his services. He averaged 14.2 points per 
game last year. “He's a jet guy who can get 
down there,” Hobbs said. “He's a city player 
who has a knack for the game.” 

The other new point guard is Tarik 
London, 6-0, from Savannah, Georgia, Beach 
High. He was the star of an outstanding 
team as he averaged 18 points per game. 
Hobbs is impressed by London’s physical 
strength, which he thinks will help London 
to play in his first year. 

Walk-on Dejuan Shambley, 5-11, returns 
for his senior season. 

Alabama is somewhat guard heavy this 
year. 

When Williams is at point guard, two re- 
turning Tiders and one newcomer will have 
the opportunity to join him from the wing 
position. Senior Damon Bacote started the 
final 12 games last year at the two guard po- 
sition. The 6-3 Bacote averaged 4.9 points 
and 3.6 rebounds. Also returning is non- 
scholarshipped Blake Thrasher, a 6-3 junior 


Brian Williams is Alabama's top returning scor- 
er, having averaged 13.9 points per game last 
season. Last year he had to play a stretch of four 
consecutive games without rest, but this year 
the Crimson Tide has plenty of guards. 
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who is particularly valuable for his hustle. 
Joining Bama this year is 6-2 Rongie 
Cowser, who averaged 24.8 points and 5.8 
rebounds in leading Litchfield to the 3A 
state championship last year. Cowser was 
the state’s most valuable player in his classi- 
fication and named to the all-classification 
Super Five team. 

The biggest loss from last year was at the 
other wing spot, where Eric Washington 
was one of the top players in the conference, 
indeed in the nation. Washington, a first 
team All-SEC performer and an NBA selec- 
tion in this year’s draft, averaged 16.0 
points and 6.2 rebounds per game, and 
those will be difficult numbers to replace at 
the small forward position. Additionally, 
Washington was Bama’s leading outside 
threat as he set Crimson Tide records for 
three-point shots attempted and made. He is 
11th on Alabama’s all-time scoring list with 
1,532 points. 

Although it’s possible that Bacote or 
Thrasher could move to wing forward, and 
the Tide also has walk-on Nick Wilmott, a 
6-2, wing player, it is more likely that a new- 
comer will move into the spot. 

Best bet is that Chris Rollins, 6-4, from 


i =< a 


—— 
= __ . 


Winnsboro, Louisiana, by way of Southwest 
Missouri State junior college, will win the 


job. He averaged 16.8 points and 7.9 re- 


bounds per game last season. Hobbs noted, 
“He's not the shooter that Eric was, but he is 
a slasher who can do a lot of things for you. 
He's an excellent athlete.” One thing that 
particularly impressed Hobbs is that Rollins 
was not only his team’s most valuable player, 
he also won the 110 Per Cent Award. 

Many believe that Terrance Martin, 6-4, 
from Tuscaloosa Central will be the biggest 
surprise among the newcomers. Although 
Martin averaged just 13.2 points in high 
school, that’s a high number in the Central 
style. He also pulled down 6.4 rebounds per 
game. Hobbs believes he will be one of the 
team’s hardest workers, Former Tide star 
Roy Rogers played some pick-up games with 
Martin this summer and reported that 
Martin will earn playing time because of his 
defensive play. 

The other potential small forward is one of 
those tall, skinny guys Alabama has had suc- 
cess with in the past. Not many expected 
Neil Ashby, a 6-8, 175-pounder from 
Hapeville, Georgia, to be academically eligi- 
ble, but he qualified and will compete for 


playing time. He averaged 21 points and 12 
rebounds per game as a prep senior. 


ver the years the two inside posi- 

tions, power forward and center, 

have been almost interchangeable in 
the Alabama scheme. However, for the past 
couple of seasons, particularly with 300- 
pound Thalamus McGhee in the line-up, 
there has been more traditional play at those 
spots. 

Demetrius Alexander, a 6-8, 235-pounder, 
spent the summer in Tuscaloosa working on 
his strength. If he follows the path that a 
number of other junior college transfers 
have, he will have a big senior season. And 
he wasn’t bad last year, averaging 11.8 
points and 6,2 rebounds per game. He'll play 
the power forward spot, where returning ju- 
nior M.C. Mazique will also be a factor. 
Mazique, 6-10, was another summer work- 
out man and has bulked up to the 225- 
pound range. Alfred Moss is a returning 
player in the sense that he worked out with 
Bama in practice last year. However, he was 
unable to participate in games for academic 
reasons. This year the 6-8, 210-pounder will 
battle for inside playing time. Hobbs de- 
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scribed him as a hard worker who really im- 
proved his overall game last year. He has un- 
usually good range for an inside player. 

Pete Newell is considered the most knowl- 
edgeable teacher of the game of basketball to 
big men. He has a summer camp each year 
in which he accepts only 15 college centers. 
One of those he accepted this year was Bama 
sophomore Jeremy Hays, a 6-10, 225- 
pounder. Last year McGhee was one of the 
Tide’s top defensive players, but had limita- 


Alabama Head Basketball Coach David Hobbs hopes to have the Crimson Tide back in the NCAA 


tions offensively. Hays, who averaged 4.2 
points and 3.8 rebounds in limited play last 
year, is expected to be much more an offen- 
sive force than was McGhee, who averaged 
only 5.4 points per game last year. 

Hays will get competition at the center 
spot from freshman Sam Williams, a 6-8, 
230-pounder from Demopolis. He averaged 
16.8 points and 9.2 rebounds as a prep se- 
nior. Also back for his final year is 6-10, 
230-pound walk-on Scott Hamilton. 


Tournament this season. Bama is hoping to get help from a number of newcomers this year. 
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Women’s Basketball Outlook: 
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Tiders Have High Expectations 


by Donna Fromme 


Players say they have 
been working hard to be in 
best possible shape 


rittney Ezell had to learn to deal with 
Be pressure to perform early in her 

collegiate career. Good thing. As the 5- 
5 senior heads into her final season with the 
Crimson Tide women’s basketball team, the 
pressure is on once again. She is the lone 
point guard, stuck into a surprise scenario 
after her 1997 backup Rebecca Baragry de- 
cided to return home to Australia to help lift 
her family through a down time and all-state 
signee Yalika Barnes of Montgomery did not 
qualify academically. 

“1 think most of the pressure that comes on 
me is something I put on myself, not some- 
thing put on by my coaches, teammates or 
the media,” said Ezell who was the Tide’s 
lone returning starter as a sophomore two 
seasons ago on a team that advanced to the 
Sweet 16 and was just a couple of overtime 
points away from the Elite Eight. “This is 
nothing | can’t handle or haven't handled be- 
fore. | realize | have to step up; we all do, be- 
cause we lost two good leaders in Yolanda 
Watkins and Shalonda Enis. But stepping up 
is something I’m ready to do, an opportunity 
I relish. You shouldn't be playing if you don’t 
look forward to challenges like this. I'd like 
to look at this as an opportunity and not a 
burden, and, hopefully come out and make 
this one best of the four years I’ve been 
here.” 

Ezell is one of three starters Rick Moody 
returns to his 1997-98 women’s basketball 
team which finished 25-7 overall, 10-2 in the 
Southeastern Conference, and eighth in the 
nation last season, She is the Tide's lone four- 
year returning starter, though junior All-SEC 
guard/forward Dominique Canty and senior 
guard Leah Monteith Goss (7.2 points, 2.0 
rebounds) also return to Alabama’s lineup for 
their third seasons as starters. 

With Ezell feeding the ball to her, Canty 
returns with Alabama's best numbers, having 
averaged 16.1 points and 7.3 rebounds in 
1997. So impressive is her play that she has 
been named one of the top 20 pre-season fi- 
nalists for the Naismith Award, collegiate 
basketball's national player of the year. 

It is an honor well deserved, according to 
her older teammate. 

“We've had a few workouts where we've 
gotten together and played, so I’ve gotten a 
good glimpse at what we have this season,” 
said Ezell as the players await the October 18 
official opening date of practice. “Tausha 
Mills looks outstanding. She and Dominique 
both have pulled themselves out into the 
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Dominique Canty is one of three returning starters for the Alabama women’s basketball team. The ju- 
nior has been named one of 20 finalists for the Naismith Award, presented to the nation’s top player. 
Kent Gidley Photo 


front as far as the pre-season. The killed 
themselves in their summer workouts, and it 
really shows in how good they’re playing. 

“In fact, I've noticed this year more than 
ever that we've all worked hard. Leah always 
knocks herself out every summer and, even 
with getting married over the summer, she’s 
as strong as ever. Even the players who were 
injured last season have come back strong, 
including Reagan (Croyle) and Latoya 
(Caudle) with their knees and Nicole 
(Carruth) with her ankle. Everyone looks 
good. Coach Moody even bragged on us, say- 
ing we look better than some of the teams 
he’s had in past, and, given the talent this 
program has had since Coach Moody has 


been here, that’s saying something. We have 
no cause for complaints on the conditioning 
end.” 

Ezell says her own trimmer, stronger come- 
back comes compliments of a renewed out- 
look thanks to an outlet Moody let her take 
last spring. She became a two-sport athlete, 
Alabama's first with the women’s basketball 
program in more than a decade, when she 
joined the Tide's softball team as its starting 
shortstop as soon as the 1997 basketball sea- 
son ended. “My opportunity to play softball 
was what revitalized my desire to come back 
for basketball,” said Ezell who averaged 5.8 
points and 4.6 assists per game (7.7 per 
game in the post season) last season while 
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averaging 30 minutes time on the floor per 
game. “In softball, the pressure is different. 
The preparations are different. | loved it. 
Coach Moody has said he'll let me play soli- 
ball in the fall because he understands how 
much I'm getting out of this experience. It 
means a lot to me. [| think it actually keeps 
my mind off the pressure that comes this 
time of year with basketball. Softball has 
been a release for me even though I'm just as 
serious about softball as | am basketball, if 
not more because I've been out of it (soft- 
ball) for so long.” 

Ezell is also being courted by Tide soccer 
coach Don Staley to join his team next fall as 
she was also a standout soccer player in high 
school, Ezell will graduate in June—in exactly 
four years at Alabama—and will wait to make 
that decision when she decides will go to 
graduate school. 


ile Ezell’s fresh winds come from 
another sport, it is the idea of tak- 
ing over as a leader that sent Mills, 


the Tide’s 6-2 forward, into a fitness surge. 
Mills said, “I feel like somebody on the team 
has to step up to replace those two big losses 
of Yo and Shay in our lineup. Up until last 
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year, I've always been a player to do that. We 
only have 13 people on this team, so some- 
body has to step up. | was always the go-to 
player on my teams before I transferred here 
last season, and | can’t see myself waiting 
anymore. | want Lo step up in my game.” 

Mills has trimmed her powerful basketball 
body by working out four or five times a day, 
lifting, running, doing abdominal work and 
not so much dieting, she says, but “eating 
correctly. It was important to me. This is my 
senior year, and 1 want to do my part in help- 
ing this team make it a great year,” said the 
1996 National Junior College Player of the 
Year. Mills and Ezell are joined in the senior 
class by guard Pam Duncan who averaged 
4.9 points and 4.0 rebounds and was the first 
guard off the bench last season. Duncan's 
pre-season work, however, has been frustrat- 
ed by a knee injury. And the fourth senior, 
guard Kidada Holtzclaw, had off-season 
surgery over the summer to repair a stress 
fracture in her leg. 

Underclassmen returning include junior 
forward/center Latrish Jones who averaged 
3.8 points and 4.5 rebounds last year and 
Jaqui Jones who averaged just under a point 
in both scoring and rebounding. Alabama's 
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newcomers include guard Becky Blesch out 
of a private school in Chattanooga and Joni 
Crenshaw, a standout forward/center from 
Mississippi who played in the Alabama- 
Mississippi High School All-Star game. 

“Seeing that we have a lot of personnel 
who return, I see us doing well in the confer- 
ence,” said Ezell. “And we have two new 
players who will contribute, I can tell that al- 
ready just by playing around with them in 
the games we play for conditioning, We're 
down in numbers, so that’s hard to say if it 
will affect us. 1 hope it will revert to the 
media picking us to finish eighth in the con- 
ference like they did my sophomore year 
when I was the only starter returning. They 
didn’t count on us coming out of nowhere 
like we did that year and doing so well in the 
West Regional. | think we could do some 
good things and some bad. I's just a matter 
of this team coming together and doing what 
this team wants to do. Hopefully, that’s win 
some titles.” 

“Coach Moody wants us to go to Final 
Four. Thats the goal he’s giving this team,” 
said Mills who led her Trinity Valley (Texas) 
Junior College team to back-to-back national 
championships before transferring to 
Alabama. “Mine is to win the national cham- 
pionship. | think we have a better chance to 
do that because everybody is young. You 
don't over analyze. Last year the expectations 
of us were so high. This year it seems like it's 
totally different as far as what other people 
are thinking about us. But from what I’ve 
seen so lar, it looks like everybody is pushing 
themselves. Everybody is being positive even 
though we're working out on our condition- 
ing more than we have belore; some days at 
6:30 in the morning. It feels like we're doing 
three-a-days, but 1 think it’s going to pay off.” 

Ezell, too, is hoping her teammate is cor- 
rect. She doesn't want a repeat of the disap- 
pointment she felt at the end of last season in 
Columbia, South Carolina, when Notre 
Dame knocked Alabama out of the NCAA 
tournament with a 87-71 defeat in the Sweet 
16 in a season Alabama was projected by ev- 
eryone from USA Today to ESPN to march 
straight to the Final Four. 

“People are always saying how disappoint- 
ing last season was,” said Ezell. “In a sense it 
was but in a sense it wasn’t. We advanced to 
the East regional and the Sweet 16, after all. 
But we have high expectations for ourselves 
in this program, We had expectations of 
going to the Final Four, and when you fall 
short of that, sure, it’s a disappointment. 

“A season can be compared to a roller- 
coaster ride, and I think we got caught in a 
downward spiral of that roller-coaster pat- 
tern when we caught up with Notre Dame in 
the Sweet 16, | don't think the problem was 
any one thing. Our offense was line. Our de- 
fense was fine. It was just one of those 
things. Believe me, I’ve tried to find an expla- 
nation for it. This time, when we hit that 
downward spiral that all teams do at times in 
their season, | just want us to shoot back up. 
I want this to be a really special year because 
it is my last.” 
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Alabama Basketball Rosters, Schedules 


1997-98 Men’s Roster 1997-98 Women’s Roster 


No. Name, Pos. Cl. Exp. Ht. Wt. Hometown No. Name, Pos. Cl. Hgt. Exp. Hometown 
35 Demetrius Alexander, F Sr, IL 6-8 235. St. Louis TBA Becky Blesch, G Fr. 3-10 HS Ringold, Ga. 
3 Neil Ashby, F Fr HS 6-8 175 Hapeville, Ga. 10 Dominique Canty,G/F Jr. 5-10 2k Chicago 
30 Damon Bacote, G/F Sr. 2b 6-3 195 Hampton, Va. 12 Nicole Carruth, G Fr. 5-8 RS Sulligent 
32 Rongie Cowser, G FE HS 6-2 185 Litchfield 00 LaToya Caudle, C/F Jr = 63 RS = Madison 
44 Scott Hamilton, C Sr. 3L 6-10 230 Centralia, Wash, TBA Joni Crenshaw, F/C Fr. 6-1 HS Meridian, Miss. 
32 Jeremy Hays, C So. IL 6-10 225 Boaz 15. Reagan Croyle, F Pr. 6-1 RS Gadsden 
20 Terrance Martin, G Fr. HS 6-4 170 Tusealowsa 23, Pam Duncan, G Sr. 5-11 3L Carrollton 
22 Chauncey Jones, G Jr Tr 6-1 175 Chicago 25 Brittney Ezell, G Sr. 55 3L “Franklin, Tenn, 
5 Tarik London, G Fr. HS 6-0 187 Savannah, Ga. 32 Leah Monteith Goss,G Sr. 5-9 3i. Centre 
25 M.C. Mazique, F Jr 2L 6-10 225 Brooklyn 42 Kidada Holtzclaw, G Sr 5-10) 3L Ss Sylacauga 
40 Alfred Moss, F So. Sq 6-8 210 Newnan, Ga, 53 Jaqui Jones, G/F So. 5-10 IL Chicago 
34 Chris Rollins, F Jr Tr 6+ 195 Winnsboro, La. + Latrish Jones, C Jr. 6-0 2L Huntsville 
21 Dejuan Shambley, G Sr. IL 5-11 160 Tuscaloosa 5 Tausha Mills, C Sr. 6-2 IL Garland, Texas 
15 Blake Thrasher, G/F Jr. 2L 6-3 175 Tuscaloosa 
4+ Brian Williams, G Jr 2L 6-1 193 Montgomery HEAD COACH: Rick Moody (Eight seasons, 175-71) 
14 Sam Williams, F Fr. HS 6-8 230 Demopolis 
24 Nick Wilmot, G 50. IL 6-2 175 Foley ASSISTANT COACHES: Pat Charity, Michael Murphy, Cassandra 


Crumpton-Moorer 


HEAD COACH: David Hobbs (Five seasons, 95-60) 


ASSISTANT COACHES: Bob Marlin, Tyrone Beaman, Kermit Koenig 


1997-98 Men’s Schedule 1997-98 Women’s Schedule 


Date Opponent Time (CST) Date Opponent Time (CST) 
Nov. 7 Marathon Oil (Exhibition) 7:00 Noy. 5 Soproni of Hungary (exhibition) 7:00 
Nov. 13 Foreign Team TBA (Exhibition) 7:00 Nov. 10 Shelen of Russia (exhibition) 7:00 
Noy. 18 North Texas 7:00 Women’s Pre-Season NIT 
Nov, 22 @ Minnesota 2:00 Nov. 14+ Furman (First Round Game) 7:00 
Noy. 24 Jacksonville State 7:00 Nov, 16 NIT Second Round game TBA 
Puerto Rico Holiday Classic @ San Juan Nov. 20-21 — NIT Semifinals and Finals TBA 
Novy. 27 Georgia Tech 2:00 
Noy, 28 Illinois or Wichita State TBA Hawaii Invitational @ Honolulu 
Noy, 29 St. John’s, Louisville, Holstra or American PR TBA Nov, 28- (Hawaii, LSU, Oklahoma State, TBA 


Nov. 30 Indiana, lowa State, Idaho) 


Dec. 3 Texas AGM 7:00 
Dec.6 — @ Boston University 2;00 Dec, 2 Samford 7:00 
Dec. 13 Florida International 7:00 Dec. 6 Akron 2:00 

Dec. 20 = Tulane @ Birmingham TBA Leggs Classic @ Las Cruces, New Mexico 

Dec. 22 Alabama State 7:00 Dec. 17 Stephen FE Austin 5:00 
All-College Tournament @ Oklahoma City Dec. 18 New Mexico State or Elon TBA 

Dec. 27 Sam Houston State TBA 
Dec. 28 = Oklahoma or Coppin State TBA Dee. 21 @ Florida 2;00 

St, Joseph's Invitational @ Philadelphia 

Jan.3 Mississippi State TBA Dec, 28- (St. Joseph's, Yale, Boston College) TBA 
Jan. 7 @ LSU (Jefferson-Pilot) 7:00 Dec, 29 Finals TBA 

Jan. 10 Ole Miss (CBS) 1:00 
Jan. 14 Vanderbilt (Jefferson Pilot) 7:00 Jan. + @ South Carolina 1:00 
Jan. 18  @ Auburn (Jefferson Pilot) 1:30 Jan. 7 Auburn 7:00 
Jan. 21 Kentucky @ Louisville TBA Jan. 11 @ Arkansas 2,00 
Jan. 24  @ Arkansas TBA Jan, 14 @ Mississippi TBA 
Jan. 28 Tennessee 7:00 Jan, 18 Mississippi State 2:00 
Feb. 4 Auburn 7:00 Jan. 20 @ Northwestern State TBA 
Feb. 7 @Ole Miss TBA Jan. 24 Kentucky 7:00 
Feb. 11 @® South Carolina (Jefferson Pilot) 7:00 Jan, 29 @LSU 7:00 
Feb. 14 Florida 7:00 Feb. | @ Tennessee (Fox SportSouth) 2:00 
Feb. 18  @Georgia TBA Feb.3 LSU 7:00 
Feb. 21 LSU (Fox SportSouth 5:00 Feb,5 North Carolina-Charlotte 7:00 
Feb. 25 @ Mississippi State TBA Feb.8 — Georgia (ESPN2) 4:00 
Feb. 28 Arkansas (Jefferson Pilot) 3:00 Feb. 11 @ Auburn TBA 
Feb. 14 — Florida 2:00 
Southeastern Conference Tournament Feb. 18  @ Georgia Southern 6:00 
March 5-8 @Atlanta TBA Feb. 22. @ Vanderbilt 2:00 


Southeastern Conference Tournament 
Feb, 26-March 1@ Columbus, Georgia 
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Basketball Prospects: 


Recruiting Appears Close To Home 


by Kirk McNair 


Early signing period may mean more new basketball players from Alabama at Bama 


i first glance, one would think that 

Alabama Men's Basketball Coach 

David Hobbs has only two scholar- 
ships to give this year. However, it is likely 
Hobbs is considering the possibility there 
will be attrition beyond that of his two se- 
niors, Demetrius Alexander and Damon 
Bacote. 

September was a month in which 
prospects could have in-home visits from 
college head coaches and it was also a time 
in which a number of prospects made their 
official visits. The early signing period for 
athletes in winter and spring sports is 
November 12-20, There will be a late sign- 
ing period April 8-May 15. 

In recent years high school basketball in 
Alabama failed to produce the number of 
high quality players that had been the case 
throughout the 1970s and into the 1980s, 
However, in the last couple of years there 
have been signs of a comeback, and this year 
there appear to be a large number of 
prospects. 

Easily the best-known prospect in 
Alabama is Sam Haginas, a 6-8, 225-pound 
forward/center from UMS-Wright in Mobile. 
Haginas, who plays for Coach Kemper Todd, 
drew recruiting interest from throughout the 
nation, including Indiana, where he made 
an official visit (and where many reported, 
incorrectly, he had committed). A near 
straight-A student, he also visited 
Vanderbilt, and he made his official visit to 
Alabama the weekend of the Arkansas foot- 
ball game. He was expected to make a com- 
mitment following that visit and he is ex- 
pected to sign in the early period. 

Haginas averaged 16.9 points and 9.0 re- 
bounds per game last year as he shot 65 per 
cent from the field and 74 per cent from the 
free throw line. He was a first team all-state 
performer. He attended both the Nike and 
Colonnade camps this summer. 

There is little doubt about where most of 
the recruiting attention in Alabama will be 
next year, For a couple of years 6-10 center 
Marvin Stone of Huntsville Grissom has 
been the state's most discussed high school 
player. But he’s still only a junior, 

Meanwhile, one of Stone's teammates has 
been overlooked by a number of fans, but 
not by college coaches. Cedric Patton, a 6-7, 


24 


165-pound forward lor Coach Ronnie 
Stapler at Grissom is also an outstanding 
player. He has the skills to play outside and 
will likely be a wing player in college. Last 
year he averaged 13,3 points, 6.0 rebounds, 
2.0 assists and a blocked shot per game as 
he shot 52 per cent from the field and 74 per 
cent on free throws. In 1997 he was all-city, 
all-area and all-region. He has been ranked 
among the nation’s top prospects this year in 
various recruiting services, He participated 
in both the Nike and Colonnade camps. His 
score of 23 on the ACT is one reason he has 
attracted the attention of Northwestern and 
Vanderbilt, as well as Alabama, LSU and Ole 
Miss, His coach believes he will sign in the 
early period, 


onsider Minor to be one of the fa- 

vorites to win the state championship 

this year. Coach Mark McCaleb is 
likely to have four Division | signees Irom a 
team that won most of its games in blow- 
outs last year. All of the prospects took part 
in the Colonnade Camp this summer. 

Chris Williams is probably the best known 
of the Minor group, in no small part because 
of his 3.5 grade point average and 21 ACT 
score. He is a 6-3, 190-pound forward who 
has the skills to play on the wing in college. 
Last year he averaged 16,2 points and 8,0 re- 
bounds per game as he hit 65 per cent of his 
field goals (including 42.2 per cent of his 
three-point shots) and 73 per cent of his [ree 
throws. He also averaged two assists and 
two blocked shots per game and was all- 
state and AAU All-America. 

TJ, Cleveland is a 6-0, 160-pound point 
guard who averaged 11,0 points, 8.0 assists 
and 4.0 steals per game last year. He shot 33 
per cent from the field, including a remark- 
able 47 per cent on three-point shots, and 
78 per cent on [ree throws, A good student, 
he was honorable mention all-state. 

Coach McCaleb is not sure whether either 
Williams or Cleveland will sign in the early 
period. 

Patrick Patton is a 6-5, 194-pound forward 
who averaged 10.0 points and 7.0 rebounds 
pet game as a junior as he earned all-county 
and all-area honors. He hit 62 per cent from 
the field and 52 per cent of his foul shots. 
He may be headed west since Houston and 


Wimp Sanderson's Arkansas-Little Rock 
squads are among those recruiting Patton, 
who will not sign in the early period. 

Although perhaps not quite as well known 
as his teammates, David Hall is a 6-2 guard 
who has received recruiting attention from 
major colleges and who is expected Lo sign 
with Birmingham's Samford University. 


obile LeFlore is another school that 

must be considered one of the 

state’s best since Coach Robert 
Bettis has at least a couple of players making 
the lists of top college prospects. However, 
Coach Bettis said that he did not believe 
Alabama was involved with either of his 
prospects, and he was not sure if either 
would sign in the early period. 

Most highly-rated of the LeFlore players is 
6-7, 190-pound wing Mac MeGadney. Last 
year he averaged 14.5 points, 8.8 rebounds 
and 3.0 blocked shots per game. In 1997 he 
earned All-State Tournament honors as well 
as all-city, He participated in both the Nike 
and the Orlando (Florida) Showcase camps 
in the summer. He is a good student who 
has heard from Indiana, Virginia, Minnesota, 
Auburn and Miami, his coach said. 

Solomon Davis, a 6-6, 230-pound inside 
player, is being actively recruited by Air 
Force and Cornell, in part because of the 28 
he seored on the ACT in his sophomore 
year. He is a straight A student, Bettis said. 
Last year he averaged 13.5 points, 9.2 re- 
bounds and 2.1 blocked shots per game. He 
participated in the Orlando Showcase and 
played AAU basketball in Florida, 


f Carl Mitchell from Dothan rings a bell 

it's because he was a forward for 

Alabama in 1979-80. Now his son, Carl 
Mitchell, Jr., is a senior at Dothan, where he 
plays for Coach Jim Golden. He is an inch 
taller than his dad, 6-8, with about the same 
build, 200 pounds. Mitchell made a big push 
in the last half of his junior season, 
Although he averaged 17,6 points per game 
for the year, he averaged 21.0 points per 
game in the final 14 games of the season. He 
also averaged 13.0 rebounds and 4.5 
blocked shots per game. He hit 61 per cent 
from the field and 75 per cent of his Iree 
throws. He earned all-region and all-area 
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honors in 1997_ Although he has heard from 
the likes of Temple and Indiana, his coach 
said Mitchell probably would not sign in the 
early period because he does not yet have a 
lest score. High school prospects cannot 
make official visits prior to the early signing 
period unless they have already posted a 
passing score on either the ACT or SAT. 

Malcom Battles is a big man on the cam- 
pus of Charles Henderson High School in 
Troy, He’s about 6-9, 250 pounds big. And 
he has proved himself on the basketball 
court for Coach Carl Hollis. Last year he ay- 
eraged 16.5 points, 12.5 rebounds and 3.0 
blocked shots per game, And his coach said 
his outside shooting ability makes him a 
likely wing player in college. Battles hit over 
85 per cent of his free throws last year. 
Battles participated in the ABCD Camp. in 
the Orlando Showcase Tournament, and 
played in the AAU Challenge over the sum- 
mer. Coach Hollis said Battles is also a lead- 
er in the off-season program and in the 
weightroom. He said that Battles is an above 
average student, but said this is an impor- 
tant year for him academically, He may not 
sign in the early period, but he is receiving 
recruiting interest from Alabama, Auburn, 
Arkansas, LSU, South Carolina, Mississippi 
State and FSU. 

There are a handful of other Alabama prep 
players who have been mentioned on vari- 
ous recruiting lists. They include Alvin 
Pettaway, a 6-7 power forward at 
Montgomery Carver; Jovan Adams, a 6-8 
power forward at MeIntosh Academy; 
Quincy Hinton, a 6-2 wing guard at 
Birmingham Ramsay; Lorenzo Jones, a 6-2 
point guard at Huntsville Butler; Jay Herd, a 
6-3 guard at Oxford; Andre Lang, a 6-2 
point guard at Mobile Baker; Tyrone Levett, 
a 6-4 wing at Notasulga; and Ben Moates, a 
6-9 center at G.W. Long in Skipperville. 


ississippi has been the favorite 

hunting ground of Alabama basket- 

ball recruiters in recent years, but 
the Magnolia State is reportedly having 
something ol a lean year. 

The top out-of-state prospect linked with 
Alabama this year is one of the nation’s very 
best. but also a player who has been listed 
with a large number of schools. Rashard 
Lewis is a 6-10 center at Alief (Texas) Elsik 
High School near Houston. He was the top 
performer in this year's ABCD Camp and 
among the schools he is considering are 
Kentucky, Arkansas, Texas, and Arizona. 

A couple of years ago one of the top 
prospects in Alabama was 6-7 power for- 
ward Desmond Walker at Greenville. Walker 
has spent the past couple of years honing 
his skills at Florida Junior College in 
Jacksonville. 

And speaking of junior college, we have 
been unable to determine the whereabouts 
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of Francisco Elson, the 7-0 center who 
played last season at Kilgore Junior College 
in Texas. Elson, a native of The Netherlands, 
was placed in the junior college by Alabama 
and was reported throughout his final year 
of junior college to be leaning towards 
Bama. However, he eventually signed with 
California. 

This summer there were reports that Elson 
had failed to graduate from junior college, 
which would negate his scholarship and 
make him ineligible to enter until January. If 


he did not graduate [rom junior college he 
could return to junior college to complete 
his requirements (either at Kilgore or at 
some other junior college). However, he 
could also leave school and enter the profes- 
sional ranks, either in the United States or, 
more likely, overseas, If he did return to ju- 
nior college, it is likely Alabama would 
again try to entice Elson to Bama. And this 
time Elson would be looking at a California 
team that has been hit by NCAA sanctions 
since he signed with them last spring. 


Going to the Big Game? 
We'll Bring the Party! 


ORIGINAL 


TENN VS. ALA 


October 17 


7:30 p.m. 


SWINGIN’ MEDALLIONS 
and the TAMS 
Sloss Furnace 

Birmingham 


Advance Tickets $10 
Gate Price $12 
Stage Seating $20 (limited availability) 


For tickets and information call (770) 992-9669 


ater Sounds of the South Production 


©1997 Coors Browing Company, Golden, Colorado 8040| 
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Fall Sports: 


More Than Football Is Going On 


by Kirk McNair 


Jerry Pate Tournament 
is nationally prominent 


lthough football is clearly in the spot- 

light in the fall at Alabama, other 

sports are in action at The Capstone. 
Some of them-cross country, soccer and yol- 
leyball-are designed as fall sports. Others 
are spring sports that have special fall sea- 
sons. They include golf and tennis, which 
are involved in competitions, and baseball, 
which has its equivalent of professional 
baseball's spring training in the fall. 

Of these, it is likely that more attention is 
focused on a fall golf tournament than on 
any other event, even Southeastern 
Conference championship tournaments in 
volleyball and soccer and the cross country 
championship meet. That tournament is the 
Jerry Pate National Intercollegiate. 

Unlike many college tournaments that 
merely trade on the name of a former top 
player, the Jerry Pate gets hands-on treat- 


ment from Alabama's most famous golfing 
alumnus. Moreover, it is one of the most 
prestigious tournaments in the nation, sec- 
ond only to the NCAA Championship tour- 
nament which will be late next spring. 

Pate, a member of the Alabama golf team 
(1972-75) burst on the national scene by 
winning the United States Amateur 
Championship in 1974, then in his first year 
on the PGA Tour in L976 winning the 
United States Open, as well as the Canadian 
Open. He won eight PGA events before a 
chronic shoulder injury ended his career 
prematurely, He is now designer of some of 
the nation’s finest golf courses. 

One of those golf courses Pate designed 
(in conjunction with Tom Fazio) is Old 
Overton Club in Birmingham. That will be 
the site of this year's Jerry Pate National 
October 20-21. Pate and The University of 
Alabama have hosted the tournament since 
1986, first in Pate’s hometown of Pensacola, 
Florida. In 1992 the tournament moved to 
Birmingham's Shoal Creek, which has host- 
ed two PGA tournaments and a United 
States Amateur Tournament. Old Overton 
will be the third home of the event. 


“Port-A-Cool™ is a simple 
and effective way to keep 
players cool from the heat 
and humidity.” 


Jerry Fowler 


Equipment Manager 
Rice Owls 
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More and more teams are making a switch to Port-A-Cool™ 
s a ods which they find to be far less effective. By dropping the temperature of ambient 
air as much as 20° and dispersing that air over a large square foot area, a Port-A-Coo! 
on the sideline keeps everyone refreshed, ready and able to perform at their peak. 


Port-A-Cool™ is available in 36", 
Receive a Factory Rebate for your purchase of Port-A-Cool™ 


$100. for each 36" unit * $75. for each 24" unit ® $50. for each 16" unit 
Chip this ad and return with purchase information below on a separate sheet of paper. 


Name, Serial number(s), Address, Phone number, Date purchased, Distributor name 
offer expires October 31, 1997 


Port-A-Cool™ is manufactured by General Shelters of Texas, $.B., Inc. 
P.O. Box 2108 - Dept. A ¢ Center, TX 75935 
phone 800-695-2942 or fax 409-598-8901 © hetp://www.generalshelrters.com 


“We are excited about our continued climb to | 
a championship level with Port-A-Cool™.” 


Ken Hatfield, Head Coach, Rice Owls 
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24", and 16” fan sizes 


Port-A-Cool™ 
a proud sponsor of the 
1997 College Football Hall of Fame! 
Enshrinement Ceremony 
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Pre-season number one Oklahoma State 
(defending champion), number two 
Clemson, number three Wake Forest, num- 
ber four Arizona, number five UNLV, num- 
ber six New Mexico, number seven Arizona 
State and TCU (tied), number nine Auburn, 
number 10 Florida and number 12 Texas 
(which features the nation’s number one 
rated college player, Brad Elder) will join 
Alabama in the field. The tournament par- 
ticipants are selected by a selection commit- 
tee that includes Pate, Arnold Palmer, Ben 
Crenshaw and Mark McCormack. 

The most famous individual alumnus of 
the tournament is Tiger Woods, the 1994 in- 
dividual champion 

Both the men’s golf team of Coach Dick 
Spybey and the women’s golf team of Coach 
Betty Palmer have ambitious, though abbre- 
viated, fall schedules. In golf, the fall results 
figure in to rankings in the spring. 

Fall work will be particularly important to 
three new coaches this year, In tennis, both 
the men’s team of Coach Adam Steinberg 
and the women's squad of Coach Jenny 
Mainz will participate in tournaments in 
which individual results, not team play, is 
most important. 

The other traditional spring sport with fall 
work is baseball. Alabama baseball practice 
began the last week in September and will 
continue through October, College baseball 
teams begin play in February, meaning the 
training time has to come in the fall. 

The Crimson Tide of Coach Jim Wells fin- 
ished runner-up to LSU at last year’s College 
World Series, losing 13-6, in the champi- 
onship game. 

Alabama returns three everyday starters 
and four starting pitchers off last year's 56- 
14 team. The list includes Matt Frick 
(catcher), Andy Phillips (third base), G.W. 
Keller (outfielder), and right-handed pitch- 
ers Heath Henderson, Pete Fisher, Manny 
Torres and Jarrod Kingrey. 

Coach Wells will welcome 19 newcomers 
to this year’s team, including 10 freshman 
and nine transfers. Among the transfers are 
Lale Esquivel (University of Miami) and 
Jason Gregory (Auburn). 

The team will practice each day beginning 
at 1:30 p.m. In addition, the team will hold 
intrasquad games on Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays. 

The Tide softball team of Coach Kalum 
Haack will also have fall training in the fall. 


he traditional fall sports other than 
football are having success this year. 
The men's and women’s cross country 
teams opened with strong wins in the Tide’s 
own Crimson Classic, The men of Coach 
David Troy and the women of new coach 
Rachelle Roberts are separated for the first 
time this year, but will compete in a number 
of the same events. The Bama men have 
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been picked by in a poll of Southeastern 
Conference coaches to finish second to na- 
tional power Arkansas, while the women 
were picked to finish ninth in the league. 

The soccer team of Coach Don Staley has 
had periods of success in the past three years 
and this year was picked to win the SEC's 
Western Division. Bama had a nice confer- 
ence win over Tennessee, out-kicking the 


Volleyball 


Date/ Time/ 
UA Opponent Opp. 
Air Foree Invitational 
0 Murray State 3 
3 Northwestern State 1 
3 Air Force \ 
SEC/Big 10 Challenge 
0 Ohio State 3 
0 Wisconsin 3 
2 Louisiana Tech 3 
New Orleans Invitational 
0 New Orleans 3 
| Southern Miss 3 
3 Prairie View 0 
3 Samford l 
North Carolina State Invitational 

3 Marquette 2 
2 North Carolina State 3 
Syracuse 3 
Sept.23 Southern Miss 7:00 
Sept.26 @ Arkansas 6:00 
Sept.28 @LSU 2:00 
Sept. 30 @ Troy State 7:00 
Oct. 3 Kentucky 7:00 
Oct. 5 Tennessee 2:00 
Oct. 11 @ Georgia 6:00 
Oct. 14 Middle Tennessee 7:00 
Oct. 17 South Carolina 7:00 
Oct. 19 Florida 2:00 
Oct. 24 Ole Miss 7:00 
Oct. 26 Mississippi State 2:00 
Oct. 31 LSU 7:00 
Nov. 2 Arkansas 2:00 
Nov. 6 @ Auburn 7:00 
Nov. 9 Auburn 2:00 
Nov. 14 — @ Mississippi State 7:00 
Nov. 16 @ Ole Miss 2:00 
Nov. 21- SEC Championships 

Nov. 23 @ Athens, Georgia 
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Lady Vols, 2-1, following a heart-breaking 
loss to Georgia by the same score. Georgia is 
the team that knocked Bama out of last year’s 
SEC tournament. 

Staley’s squad suffered a major setback 
when Jennifer Carle, a co-captain and Bama’s 
all-time career scoring leader, injured a knee. 
She was expected to miss about seven games, 
including Bama's difficult road swing to num- 


1997 Alabama Fall Sports Schedules 


Soccer 
Date/ Time/ 
UA Opponent Opp. 
Reebok Invitational 
| San Diego (OT) 0 
| Cal State-Fullerton 3 
Crimson Classic 
2 Oral Roberts 0) 
10 Troy State 0 
| Georgia 2 
2 Tennessee 1 
Sept.21 — Tennessee Tech 3:00 
Sept. 23 Jacksonville State 4:00 
Sept.26 @ Mississippi State 4:00 
Sept. 28 @ Ole Miss 1:00 


Adidas Invitational @ Durham, N.C. 


Oct3 North Carolina 400 
Oct, + Duke 6:00 
Oct. 8 Southern Miss 4:00 
Oct. 14 = @Alabama-Birmingham —_7;00 
Oct. 17 @LSU 7:00 
Oct, 19 Arkansas 1,00 
Oct. 24 @ South Carolina 7:00 
Oct. 26 Auburn 1:00 
Oct. 29 @ Tulane 7:00 
Nov. 6- SEC Tournament 

Nov. 9 @ Gainesville, Fla. 


Men’s Fall Golf 


Date Event 

Sept. 20-21 Keswick Invitational 
@ Charlottesville, Val. 

Sept. 29-30 Tournament of Champions 
@ Knoxville, Tenn. 

Oct. 20-21 Jerry Pate National 
@ Old Overton, Birmingham 


Nov, 7-9 — The Nelson International 
@ Stanford, Calif, 
Women’s Fall Golf 
Date Event 


Sept. 19-21 Auburn Invitational 

Sept. 26-28 Mercedes-Benz Invitational 
@ Knoxville, Tenn. 

Oct. 17-19 Lady Paladin Invitational 
@ Greenville, 5.C. 

Oct. 26-28 Memphis Invitational 


ber one North Carolina and number six Duke 
October 3-+. She will have major reconstruc- 
tive knee surgery following the season, 

Coach Judy Green knew that this would 
continue the rebuilding process of Bama’s 
volleyball team, but the squad has responded 
well, including reeling off three straight vic- 
tories in late September. Bama had a particu- 
larly impressive 3-2 win over Marquette 


Men’s Fall Tennis 


Date Event 
Sept, 25-28 National Clay Courts 
@ Baltimore 
Oct. 9-12 Southern Collegiate 
@ Athens, Ga. 
Oct.16-19 All-American 
@ Austin, Texas 
Oct. 17-19 Georgia Tech Invitational 
Noy. 6-9 Rolex Regional @ Athens, Ga. 


Women’s Fall Tennis 


Date Event 
Sept. 26-28 @ Vanderbilt Invitational 
Oct. 10-13. SEC Coaches Cl:assic 
@ Atlanta 
Oct. 17-19 ~~ Gator Fall Classic 
@ Gainesville, Fla. 
Oct. 23-26 Riviera All-American 
@ Los Angeles 
Nov, 7-10 Rolex Qualifier 


@ Oxford, Miss, 


Women’s Cross 
Country 


Date Meet Result 
Sept. 13 Crimson Classic Istof 12 
Sept. 20 @ Vanderbilt Invitational Ist of 20 
Sept. 27 Pre-District @ Birmingham 
Oct. 11 Murray Keating @ Orono, ME 
Oct. 18 @ Clemson Invitational 
Nov. | SEC Championships 

@ Columbia, S.C. 
Noy. 15 Dixtirct 1X @ Birmingham 
Nov, 24 NCAA Championships 

@ Greenville, S.C. 


Men's Cross Country 


Date Meet Result 
Sept. 13. Crimson Classic Lstof 14 
Sept. 20 Florida & FSU @ Birmingham Ist 
Sept. 27 @ FSU Invitational 
Oct, 11 Murray Keating @ Orono, ME 
Oct. 18 @ Clemson Invitational 
Nov. 1 SEC Championships 

@ Columbia, S.C. 
Dixtirct 1X @ Birmingham 
NCAA Championships 
@ Greenville, 5.C. 


Novy. 15 
Nov. 24 


SCORECARD 


Show Me The Money 

Alabama’s lone pre-season All-America play- 
er, senior defensive tackle Michael Myers, 
was ruled ineligible and dismissed from the 
Crimson Tide football team following Bama 
second game of the year. The University will 
not appeal the decision to the NCAA, end- 
ing Myers’ college football career. 

Myers, who elected last winter to stay at 
Alabama for his senior season despite specu- 
lation he would be a high National Football 
League dralt choice, had dealings with two 
agents, leading to his dismissal. Although 
Alabama Assistant Athletics Director for 
Compliance Marie Robbins conducted the 
investigation in cooperation with the 
Southeastern Conference and announced 
the decision of The University to dismiss 
Myers, she would not discuss the specilics 
ol the case. She refused to say whether the 
second agent was part of the trip, she re- 
fused to categorize as to amount the benefits 
Myers received, and she refused to discuss 
Myers’ level of cooperation in the investiga- 
tion, 

However, as to the latter at least, her state- 
ment said that Myers had violated NCAA 
Bylaws in refusing “to furnish information 
relevant (o an investigation of a possible vio- 
lation of an NCAA regulation...’ and 
“Knowingly furnishing,..false or misleading 
information, ,..” 

DuBose said that he had discussed the sit- 
uation with Myers the morning of the an- 
nouncement. He described Myers as “disap- 
pointed and hurt,” but said the Vicksburg, 
Mississippi, native understood the reason 
for his dismissal. 

Robbins said that Myers would be permit- 
ted to remain on scholarship. DuBose said 
Myers had indicated he would continue in 
school in quest of his degree, DuBose said, 
“| will do everything | can to help Michael.” 
The coach predicted Myers would still have 
an opportunity to play professional football. 
He also predicted that his football team 
would come together and that someone 


would step up to fill the yoid created by the 
loss of what he called “a great player.” 

Robbins said there would be no penalty 
against The University for Myers having par- 
ticipated in the Crimson Tide's season-open- 
ing game against Houston, Although the 
possibility of impropriety came to light prior 
to that game, faets were insufficient in the 
eyes of representatives of the NCAA, the 
SEC and The University to hold Myers out 
of that game. A lew days later the SEC pro- 
vided additional information to Alabama, 
and he was held out of the Vanderbilt game 
before being permanently suspended. 

lt appears the “facts” of the case changed 
during the course of the investigation. 
Although Robbins would not comment on 
specifics, her dismissal statement said that 
Myers had accepted “from an agent the ben- 
efit of hotel expenses during a recent trip to 
California and cash benefits from a second 
agent.” Earlier she had said the investigation 
concerned only the trip, which Myers said 
he made with his brother, Herman, a profes- 
sional basketball player. Following the dis- 
missal, Myers’ father was quoted as denying 
his son did anything wrong and said that 
Herman had paid for the trip, 

DuBose, who had continued to haye Myers 
practice with the team and who had indicat- 
ed confidence that Myers would soon re-join 
the squad for games, said that he first 
learned of circumstances that would cost 
him his star defender the afternoon prior to 
the dismissal announcement. DuBose said, 
“| hope something good will come out of 
this. | hope our players will understand that 
a thing is either right or wrong; its not near- 
ly right or nearly wrong.” DuBose has been 
an on-going advocate for a tougher state law 
regulating agents. “As it is now, the agent 
has nothing to lose by going in the back 
door,” DuBose said. “The university and the 
student-athlete are the only ones who lose.” 

Among the good things he said he hoped 
would come from the situation are current 
players having an understanding of the con- 


1997 Alabama Football Schedule 


Date 
Aug. 30 
Sept. 11 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 27 

Oct. 4 
Oct. 18 
Oct. 25 

Nov. | 

Nov. 8 
Nov. 15 


Opponent 


Arkansas (JP) 


@ Kentucky 


LSU (CBS) 


Houston @ Birmingham (J-P) 
@ Vanderbilt (ESPN) 20-0 


Time* 
42-17 


16-17 


Southern Miss @ Birmingham 2:00 


6:00 


Tennessee @ Birmingham (ESPN) 6:00 
@ Ole Miss (CBS) 
Louisiana Tech (homecoming) 1:00 


2:30 


2:30 
1:30 


Nov. 22 
Dec. 6 


Mississippi State 
@ Auburn (ESPN) 
SEC Championship @ Atlanta (ABC) 


*Central time, subject to change. 


6:30 
7:00 


sequences, DuBose himself learning a les- 
son, a strong agent regulation being put in 
place in the state, and. “most important that 
Michael learn from his mistake, He made a 
mistake. We all do. But 20 years from now | 
hope he’s better for it.” 

As it turned out, an Alabama legislator, 
Rep. Gerald Allen, R-Cottondale (and father 
of Bama walk-on wide receiver Wes Allen), 
announced that he would file a bill that 
would strengthen Alabama’s current agent 
law. 

DuBose said that Myers would not be per- 
mitted to live with Bama football players. eat 
at Bryant Hall or work out in the facilities of 
the athletics department, although he can 
work out at various locations open to use by 
all University students. 

Robbins, a former gymnast who earned 
her law degree from The University and who 
had worked in the compliance office of the 
SEC before returning to Alabama last year, 
and Faculty Chairman of Athletics Gene 
Marsh, who is a professor of law, developed a 
document entitled “Procedures for the 
Investigation and Reporting of Possible 
Violations of NCAA, SEC and Institutional 
Policies and Rules,” Those procedures were 
followed in this investigation and Robbins 
and Marsh were singled out for congratula- 
tions by Athletics Director Bob Bockrath and 
University President Dy, Andrew Sorenson, 
both of whom attended the press conference 
announcing the dismissal. 

Robbins’ complete statement: 

Based on The University’s findings [rom a 
thorough investigation into possible agent- 
related problems, senior defensive tackle 
Michael Myers was today declared ineligible 
by the institution for further participation in 
intercollegiate athletics at The University of 
Alabama. He has been dismissed from the 
football team. 

The University’s investigation revealed a 
violation of NCAA Bylaws 12,3.1,2 and 
10.1 (a,d) as a result of Mr. Myers’ accep- 
tance from an agent the benefit of hotel ex- 
penses during a recent wip to California and 
cash benefits from a second agent, 

Due to the serious nature of these viola- 
tions, The University will not seek restora- 
tion of Mr. Myers’ eligibility; however, Myers 
will remain on athletic scholarship so that he 
may continue work toward his degree. 


And Speaking Of Money 

Alabama has begun marketing the BL sky- 
bexes currently under construction at 
Bryant-Denny Stadium. The new skyboxes 
highlight the Athletics Department's $35 
million east upper deck expansion project, 
which, when completed for the 1998 [oot- 
ball season, will add 12,000 seats to the sta- 
dium. Capacity will be more than 82,000, 

“We're excited about our stadium expan- 
sion, especially the new skyboxes,” said 
Athletics Director Bob Bockrath. “The sky- 
boxes will enable us to provide the best in 
comfort for our patrons and the additional 
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seats in the overall expansion will provide 
so many more fans the opportunity to see us 
play.” 

There will be two sizes of skyboxes avail- 
able, Sixty-three skyboxes will have 16 seats 
each, while 18 will have 24 seats each, The 
price for the 16-seat skybox will be $25,000 
annually plus ticket cost, while the price for 
the 24-seat skyboxes will be $35,000 per 
year plus ticket cost. These prices include 
the option to purchase quality tickets for 
Alabama's home games at Legion Field in 
Birmingham and road game tickets, catered 
meals and parking. The lease must be for 
two years and there will be an option for the 
two years after that at the same price. It is 
likely the price of leasing the skyboxes will 
increase in 2002 when all Alabama home 
games are expected to be played at Bryant- 
Denny Stadium. 

Many Tide Pride members have received 
information on the skyboxes. Deadline is 
November 3, Anyone wishing more infor- 
mation may contact the Tide Pride office at 
(205) 348-6113. 


Football Recruiting Starts Strong 

Ivis unlikely Alabama has ever had a bet- 
ter start in football recruiting. A litle over a 
week ago, and a couple of days after it was 
expected to happen, the number one 
prospect in Alabama, quarterback Tyler 
Watts, 6-3, 200, of Pelham, announced that 
he would sign with Alabama in February. 

He became the second prep All-America to 
announce that he would sign with Alabama 
this year. Earlier, 6-4, 265-pound linebacker 
Kindal Moorehead of Melrose High School 
in Memphis, announced his desire to wear 
Crimson and White in college, 

Both Watts and Moorehead are honor stu- 
dents and both selected Bama over 
Tennessee. 

One reason a player gets the recruiting 
process over with early is so he can concen- 
trate on helping his high school team. Watts’ 
first performance following his announce- 
ment lends credence to that philosophy. 
Against filth-ranked Mountain Brook, Watts 
led his unranked Pelham team of Coach 
Rick Rhoades to a 35-7 win as he completed 
13 of 19 passes for 150 yards and two 
touchdowns and ran for 133 yards on 11 
carries, including an 81-yard touchdown 
run, 

As a junior, Watts completed [+42 of 273 
passes for 1.954 yards and 13 touchdowns 
with 14 interceptions. He also rushed for 
552 yards and 12 scores, 

There has been a suspicion that if Watts 
would commit to Alabama, that might set 
off a domino effect of other top offensive 
players anxious to join the Tide, That may 
or may not happen in upcoming days-odds 
are it won't—but there is no question that 
Watts’ decision will pay dividends [or 
Alabama in upcoming months, 

Moorehead also plays on the offensive line 
occasionally for Coach Tim Thompson. 


Kitchens Nominated 

Alabama quarterback Freddie Kitchens is 
one of 17 senior quarterbacks who have 
been nominated for the Unitas Award. He 
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and Peyton Manning were the only SEC 
quarterbacks nominated. 


Honda Award 

Sophomore defensive end Clint Waggoner, 
who has a 3,94 grade point average in biolo- 
gy, has been named a Honda Scholar Athlete 
Award winner. Honda makes a donation to 
the general scholarship fund of each school 
where an athlete is selected for the honor. 


OK, L's Official 

Its likely that anyone who wanted to know 
about it already knew that Alabama and 
Oklahoma would play a two-game [ootball 
series in 2002 and 2003, but all the Is were 
dotted and all the Ts crossed a few weeks 
ago, Bama will visit Norman, Oklahoma, 
Saturday, September 7, 2002, while the 
Sooners return the game at Bryant-Denny 
Stadium the following year on September 6 
The teams have met only twice before, both 
times in bow! games. In the 1963 Orange 
Bowl, played in front of an audience that in- 
cluded President John Kennedy, Alabama 
took a 17-0 decision as Lee Roy Jordan made 
24 tackles and Joe Namath quarterbacked 
Bama to a couple of touchdowns, In the 
1970 Astro-Bluebonnet Bowl, a game in 
which current Tide Linebacker Coach Jeff 
Rouzie was the most valuable defensive play- 
er, the Tide and Sooners fought to a 17-17 tie 
when a last-second field goal attempt by 
Alabama sailed wide left, 


Willard A Finalist 

Former Alabama gymnast Meredith 
Willard, who has been honored in every way 
possible as an honor student and All- 
America gymnast, had earlier been an- 
nounced as one of 51 state selections for 
NCAA Woman of the Year. It was no sur- 
prise when that list was narrowed to 10 fi- 
nalists and Willard was among them. The 
NCAA Woman ol the Year will be selected 
from those 10 and announced later this year. 


Davis Cupper 

Rashid Hassan, a senior on the nationally- 
ranked Alabama men’s tennis team of 1997, 
is competing for Zimbabwe in this year's 
Davis Cup competition. Hassan, a native of 
Harare, Zimbabwe, is in his seventh year of 
Davis Cup competition. He finished his 
Crimson Tide career as the 94th ranked sin- 
gles player in the Rolex Collegiate Rankings. 
His teammates include two of the biggest 
names in tennis, Byron Black and Wayne 
Black, as well as Genius Chidzikwe, Hassan 
was tentatively scheduled to play only dou- 
bles matches, teaming with Wayne Black. 
They are longtime doubles partners, 


Named Director 

Nannette Sheaffer, who served as assistant 
promotions director for the Alabama athlet- 
ies department as an intern, was named di- 
rector of marketing for the Alabama Sports 
Foundation. 


® 


BAR ° B * QUE 


DREAMLAND BAR ¢ B* QUE NOW 


SHIPPING RIBS! 


John “Big Daddy” Bishop is proud to 
announce that you can now have our USDA 
inspected ribs sent right to your door. 


Rib Packages 
(shipped UPS 2nd Day Air) 
3 slabs $89.99 
§ slabs $124.99 
10 slabs $239.99 


Sauce Packages 
(Shipped UPS Ground) 
4 qts $34.00 
8 qts $67.00 
Izqts $98.00 


All packages include shipping. 
All rib packages include sauce and fresh Sunbeam bread. 
Overnight shipping available. 


Call 1-800-752-0544 


Visit our website at www.dreamlandbbq.com/ribs 


Schedules Of Alabama’s 1997 Opponents 
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GO BAMA ROLL TIDE 


RLABAM, 
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ecninct. 4S 
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RIM: 
“SRIMSON TIDE, 


UAFB - $24.964 UAFBN - $27.86**¥ UAFBN - $27.86***¥ 
11"Lx6"H 11"Lx6"H 11"Lx6"H 
Collect All 12 Collect All 20 


— —_—_- — 


aoe ] ern ae = V; aS 
i NATIONAL CHAMPIONS ° , : see CHAMPIONS ; ), 1 U seers pLrABAMaz CF 
xe 1992 re \ e 1992 e og NATHAN L.BROWN ~ 
| earaiems ALA BAM A eguictaad, | tiie AL A BAM Acuitany, ce al | exiles CRIMSON TIDE exwaiiisa, | 
: INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE , -_ : 
UARNC - $29.86** UARSEC - $29.86*** UAAG - $29.91 (6"H) UANM - $32.87 
15"W x 5"H 15"W x 5"H UAA10 - $32.91 (10"H) 15"W x 5"H 
Collect All 12 Collect All 20 
CRNSON TIDE 
#] BAMA FAN < . 
DEBI 
UASQ - $32.82 UAN2S Ltd - $124.50& UAF14 Ltd - $134.50® UAF4U Ltd - $124.50 
8.5"W x 11"H 12"L x 17"W/S 16"L x 9"-16"W/S (Wings Swing) 12"L x 15"W/S 


Similar to Above 


UACAR Ltd - $135.50@ 15"Lx5"W 


Meticulously Hand Carved & Hand Painted 


The Ultimate BAMA Fan Gift! Plan Now for Christmas 
Each Plaque Emblem & Letter Skillfully Hand Carved in “Raised” Fashion 
Airplanes/Car Finished in High Gloss Laquer. Limited to Only 750 Units! Includes Numbered Certificate of Authenticity 


30 Day Money Back Guarantee 


ALL WOOD PRODUCTS 1-800-559-8244 NOT MADE FROM A KIT 


University of Alabama Benefits From Each Sale 
¥Add $5.00 for 13"L x 8"H Wall Mount $20.00 
“Specify Year(s): 25, 26, 30, 34, 41, 61, 64, 65, 73, 78, 79, 92 “Specify Year(s): 33, 34, 37, 45, 53, 61, 64, 65, 66, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 77, 78, 79, 81, 89, 92 
All Measurements in Approx. Dealers Wanted We also do military & corporate plaques & planes. | Custom orders welcome. 


a le a a 
AVE $5.00 on Plane ar when rder by Mail, Fax, Email! 
NO C.O.D. - FL Residents add 6.5% Sales Tax 
Shipping: $5.50 unless order exceeds $200.00, then it’s FREE ! 


Name: Address: 
City: State: ___ Zip: Phone: Email: 
Visa___ MC____ AMEX ____ Exp. Date: Credit Card # 
Items Ordered Quantity Amount Allow 4-6 Weeks For Delivery, Each Made Upon Order 


| Fax Orders: 904.721.0838 

| Email Orders: N_Brown@Juno.Com 

| Make Check Payable To: NBrown 

| PO Box 10171, Jax, FL 32247-1071 


1 
| 
| 
1 
1 
i] 
i] 
| 
| 
| 
! 
| Phone Orders: 1.800.559.8244 ‘ 
I 
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| 
1 
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AMA’'S GREATEST GAMES 
1995 COLLECTION will 
include five one hour tapes recreated 
and developed by The Alabama Sports 
Network (TASN) from special archival 
footage. Packaged and sold individually 
in attractive souvenir covers, these 
tapes have never before been sold at 
retail and include several games that 
were not seen on television — all games 
that Bama fans want to see. 


BAMA’S GREATEST GAMES are host- 
ed by famed Tide sportscaster-author 
John Forney and Tom Roberts of TASN. 
The 1996 COLLECTION includes mem- 
ories that will last forever in the hearts 
of Tide fans — memories such as Bama’s 
1992 win over Miami in the Sugar Bowl 
to close out a perfect season and clinch 
Bama’s 12th National Championship. 


“BAMA’'S GREATEST GAMES 


are an excellent way to 
support the Paul W. Bryant 
,, Museum and add to your 
Alabama football video 
library. Ask for these great 
tapes at your favorite store. 
I Ee recommend them.” 


[dere Gene Stallings : 


HIBBETT 


SPORTS 


“For The Real Sport” 


The games were selected on the basis 
of research by the Paul W. Bryant 
Museum with input from Alabama fans 
around the world. A portion of the pro- 
ceeds from the sales of these tapes will 
go to the museum to improve and 
enhance its vast collection of Alabama 
football memorabilia. 


Available September 1, at fine retail 
stores everywhere, the great 1996 
COLLECTION includes these games: 


WAL*MART 


ALWAYS LOW PRICES. ALWAYS. WAL-MART. 
AVAILABLE AT ALL PARTICIPATING STORES. 
@ 


©Copyright 1996, Collegiate Sports Partners, Limited and The University of Alabama. 


A SPECIAL WAY TO BENEFIT AND SUPPORT THE PAUL W. BRYANT MUSEUM 


THE NEW 1996 COLLECTION 
OF BAMA’S GREATEST GAMES! 


vol. 16 1992 BAMA VS. MIAMI 
The Tide knocks off No. 1 Miami to win 
the National Championship. 


vol. 17 1986 BAMA VS. NOTRE 
DAME Linebacker Cornelius Bennett 
and the Tide sack the Irish. 


vol. 18 1994 BAMAVS. 
GEORGIA Jay Barker leads the Tide 
victory in a shootout with the Bulldogs. 


vol. 19 1989 BAMA VS. OLE 
MISS Gary Hollingsworth leads Bama’s 
comeback in a 62-27 win over the Rebels. 


vol.20 1977 BAMA VS. US.C. 
Bear Bryant's Tide upsets the number 1 
Trojans in the Los Angeles Memorial 
Coliseum. 


© 


A 


RELIVE THE EXCITING MEMORIES OF 
THE CRIMSON TIDE’S GREATEST VICTORIES! 


Limited quantities from the 1994 Collection, 


Volumes 1 through 15, are available. 
To order, call toll free 1-800-353-BAMA. 


WIN A TRIP 4" 


TO COLLEGE FOOTBALL MARQUEE MATCH-UPS ! 


/ 


] 


Pala 


All expense paid trip for two (2) 
to the Nokia Sugar Bowl 
in New Orleans 


— Suge de Pall 


Two tickets to the college football 
Marquee Match-Up in your territory 


Marquee Match-ups Dates 

Notre Dame vs. LSU November 15 
Auburn vs. Georgia November 15 
Florida St. vs. Florida | November 22 


Alabama vs Auburn November 22 
| Tennessee vs. Kentucky November 22 
Vandy vs. Tennessee November 29 Most ve” Mvp 
| Miss vs. Miss. State November 29 He aluable Phong 


e Home team in red 


ak 
Stop by a BELLSOUTH Mobility location in your area to WIN... 


Albertville Birmingham BellSouth Mobility Centerpoint * Gadsden * Jasper* Muscle Shoals * Tuscaloosa * 
BellSouth Mobility BellSouth Mobility 3230 Galleria Circle BellSouth Mobility BellSouth Mobility BellSouth Mobility BellSouth Mobility BellSouth Mobility 

8337 Highway 431 North Am South-Harbert Center Suite 102 1679 Centerpoint Parkway 2010 Rainbow Drive d a Avenue 1351 McFarland Drive NE 
Albertville, AL 35950 1901 6th Avenue North Birmingham, AL 35243 Suite 109 Gadsden, AL 35901 Jasper, AL 355) \ 3 Suite 105 

205-878-2056 Suite 163 205-733-9500 Centerpoint, AL 35215 205-546-9449 302-2 205-383- Tuscaloosa, AL 35406 


Birmingham, AL 35203 205-520-2050 205-759-1086 
Anniston * 205-320-5200 BellSouth Mobility Huntsville * Russelville 
BellSouth Mobility 220 State Farm Parkway" Florence BellSouth Mobility BellSouth Mobility BellSouth Mobility 
1830 South Quintard Avenue BellSouth Mobility Suite 104 BellSouth Mobility 4929 Univeristy Drive 124 North Bettline Highway 15480 Highway 43 
Anniston, AL 36201 3419 Colonnade Parkway" Birmingham, AL 35209 1905 Florence Blvd. Huntsville, AL 35816 Mobile, AL 36607 Suite F 


205-236-8677 Suite 1000 205-912-7600 Florence, AL 205-837-6400 334-450-3536 Russelville, AL 35653 
Birmingham, AL 35243 205-767-5755 205-331-1927 * Denotes 
205-969-7600 service/repair centers 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


“For a football program as extraordinary as Crimson Tide Football, 
you need a magazine that can match its excellence, ‘Bama Magazine.” 


Ke 


- 


y B. Magazine has been giving Alabama fans A subscription brings you 10 full-color magazines 
the inside story on all aspects of Crimson and 14 newsletters mailed first class. 
Tide Football since 1979. We don't stop with 
Prease Seno Me One Year (24 Issues} . 
Readers get the facts and Or ‘BAMA For Onty $35.00. football season, either. 
figures, but also get the Total amount enclosed $________ for. subscriptions. Alabama resi- J @lSomtyemwaidanell Walteley-leate) 
dents add $2.00 sales tax to each order. Overseas add $10.00 each order. 
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